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His glory in the 
His works forever praise ' 
lands, ‘ 
And through all time, soveailall ‘tar 
wide, 
The wise and loving care that has 
supplied 
Man’s every need; day after day 


expands 
Unto our souls the breadth of His 
commands, 
Whereby our wants are fully satisfied: 


But not in all these things does He | 


provide 
For the soul’s need that shamed and 
guilty stands 


Lost and undone before Him, while the - 


tide 
Of condemnation rises, and the law 
demands 
A final reckoning: in Ore who died 
Rests our salvation, wrought by pierced 
hands. 
we 


Why Pray? 


Few thoughtful Christians can es- 
cape the question at some time or other, 
Why should I pray? Since God Knows 
my needs, and has promised to supply 
them, why do I need to ask Him for 


‘ help? If God is sovereign; and accom- 


plishes His ultimate purposes in this 
world, what can my prayers do? One 
simple answer to some of these hard 
questions was given us by Luke when 


he wrote: “And he spake 2 parable unto 
them to this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint”. (Luke 18:1). 
The Apostle Paul wrote: “I exhort 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving’ of 
thanks, be made for all men” (1 Tim. 
2:1); “Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 46). 
There are some helpful words in @ re- 
cent letter from the founder and presi- 
dent of Dallas Theological Seminary 
announcing a day of prayer. After set- 
ting forth the problem, Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer said: “Some ‘have sought to an- 
swer this question by pointing po the 
reflex influence of prayer on those who 
pray. Believing that God’s plan is made 
concerning what He is going to do; men 


point to the value of prayer to the one 


who prays. There is something more 





d person will 
Wat the visible church is 

sorely divided. The years have 
etched more deeply the words of Sam- 


uel J. Stone; written in 1866: 


Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping, 
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the mofn of song. ‘ 
Many a Christian thinker has wrestled 
in vain with the great and painful mys- 
tery of why good men, who believe the 
Bible and love the Lord, should have 
such irreconcilable differences of opin- 
ion on doctrine and practice. They have 
existed through the whole course of 
church history, thought they seem to 
have multiplied in our day. As one 
looks back along the vistas of time, there 
are those who stand head and shoulders 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Afraid of a man... and for- 
gettest the Lord?” (Isa, 51:12, 13.) 





important than this, namely, God has 
seen fit to condition all He does, te? some 
extent, on prayer. The Saviour said: 
‘Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you’ (John 
16:23). While this is an unlimited prom- 
ise, it also implies that much may be 
withheld for want of prayer. God has 
ordained that prayer shall form # most 
important link in’ the chairf of all He is 
dding for His own in the world. He has 
appointed prayer as an essential step in 
the progress of the blessing He would 
provide. We cannot, therefore, be wise 
in not praying.” Every Christian, there- 
fore, has three good reasons why he 
should pray >(1) God has commanded it; 
(2) he knows from his own experience 
and that of others that God answers 
prayer; (3) he knows, too, that when- 
ever he sets apart a time for prayer, and 
really lays hold upon God in prayer, he 
receives immediate, personal blessing. 


~ 


, Schisms Rent Asunder 


above their contemporaries, such as Cal- 
vin, Luther, Samuel Rutherford, John 
and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, 


‘Moody, Spurgeon, and Finney. We owe 


them all a debt of gratitude for their 
mighty works, but even these had their — 
sharp differences with their Christian 
brethren. The passing of time clariftes 
their greatest accomplishments, and 
mercifully obscures whatever failings 
thgy may have had and the points on 
which some of their brethren thought 
they were wrong. 


Any company of one thousand Chris- 
tians, gathered from different churches, 
would be split into fragments today if 
one should throw into the assembly such 
problems as eternal security versus fall- 
ing away from grace, baptism by im- 
mersion versus sprinkling, armed re- 
sistance in war versus nonresistance, 
dispensationalism versus nondispensa- 
tionalism, liturgical forms of worship 
versus the simpler forms, premillennial- 
ism versus amillennialism, and now the 
pre-tribulation versus mid-tribulation, 
or pre-tribulation versus post-tribula- 
tion rapture of the Church; and such 
puzzles in practice as Graded versus Uni- 
form Sunday School Lessons, to ask or 
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not to ask for money for Christian work, 
to make some use or no use at all of 
moving pictures in church; and there 
are some issues almost too inflammatory 
te mention. (The controversies touched 
upon here are not all of equal impor- 
tance, but they are cited as examples.) 

There is no solvent that will dissolve 
these differences except revival or the 
return of the Lord. Even revival would 
not completely clear them all away, for 
they are precipitated by our limited un- 
derstanding of the Scriptures, as well as 
by our differences in temperament, back- 
ground, upbringing, environment, and 
the mysterious and unfathomable depths 
-of the human heart. But with revival 
would come tears of repentance, and in 
thenr some things melt away that noth- 
ing else can touch. When e man is really 
gripped by a sense of his own sin as 
God sees it, his pride tumbles in the 
dust and he loses all desire for searching 
out the faults of others. When he wakes 
in the night and the first thing that 
smites his consciousness is not what 
‘someone else has said or done, but what 
he has said and done, and when that thing 
burns its way into his soul until he won- 
ders how God can continyally use him, 
and until he loses all vestige of hope 
in himself and trusts only in the blood 
of Christ— then, like a whipped child, 
he is ready to do anything that -his 
Father wants him to do; then he gets 
into the right place before God and his 
fellow men, and then God can begin to 
use him ir a new way. Then he under- 
stands the Thirty-eighth Psalm, ant 
makes it his own, and he can say with 
David, “Neither is there any rest in my 
bones because of my sin. For my iniqui- 
ties are gone over mine head: as an 
heavy burden they are too heavy for 
me. ... Thus I was as a man that hear- 
eth not, and in whose mouth are no re- 
proofs.” 

The present condition of large sec- 
tions of the visible church is strikingly 
illustrated in the description of Paul’s 
shipwreck in Acts 27: “And falling into 
@ place where two seas met, they ran 
-the ship aground; and the forepart stuck 
fast, and remained unmoveable, but the 
hinder part was broken with the vio- 
lence of the waves. .., But the cen- 
turion, commanded that they which 
could swim should cast themselves first 
into the sea, and get to land: and the 
rest, some om boardé, and some on 
broker’ pieces of the ship. And so it 
came to pass, that they escaped all safe 
to land.” Every true believer, through 
the merit of Christ, will escape “safe to 
land,” however stormy his passage may 
be; but many a local church has made 
shipwreck, one part remaining unmov- 
able, the other being broken, and the 
members in small groups make their 
way as best they can through the stormy 
seas of life toward that distant and 
_peaceful Shore. Matthew Henry, com- 
menting on the storm at sea (John 6) 
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says: “The ship of the church, in which 
the disciples of Christ have embarked 
themselves and their all, may be much 
shattered and distressed, yet it shall come 
safe to the harbor at last; tossed at sea, 
but not lost; cast down, but not de- 
stroyed; the bush: burning, but not con- 
sumed.” 

Gan any good come out of this welter 
of confusion and clash of opinion? As- 
suredly yes, beth for individual believers 
and for the Church, for even over this 
can be written, “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose” (Rom, 
8:28). What are some of the lessons 
that we can learn? 

These differences should be a reminder 
that we are no better than our fathers, 


‘and should keep us humble before one 


another and before God. They are con- 
stant evidences of our human limita- 
tions. It seems that God will allow 
nefther an individual nor a group to 
have all the light there is on the inex- 
haustible riches of His Word. Differ- 
ences should drive us to a closer study 
of the Word of God and a more complete 
dependence upon,“the wisdom. that is 
fronf above,” which “is first pure, then 
peacéable, gentle, and easy to be in- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypoc- 
risy” (Jas, 3:17). 

It may be that God uses differences 
among Christians to pry us loose from 
this world, make us “love his appearing” 
with a yearning, expectant love, and look 
eagerly. forward to that time when we 
shall no longer “see through a glass, 
darkly; but... face to face,” and when 
we shall know even as also we are 
known. In that day, faith will turn: to 
sight, hope will be fulfilled, and love 
will remain, untarnished by any human 
spot. 

“Perplexity” is one of the phenomena 
of the end-time. “And there shall be 
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and 
in the stars; and upon the earth dis- 
tress of nations, with perplexity; the 
sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on 
the earth: for the powers of heaven 





ls the Lord's Return Near? 


S THE Lord’s return near, and 

is there any sign that will sig- 
nal the rapture of the Church? 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, presi- 
dent of Dallas Theological Semi- 
nary, will answer these and other 
equally momentous questions in 
his article, “Why I Believe the 
Coming of the Lord Is Near,” 
which will appear im next week’s 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times, the issue 
of April 17. 
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shall be shaken” (Luke 21:25, 26). 
Surely perplexity is seeping into the 
church iike a dismal fog, as it is per- 
vadirfg industry, government, and inter- 
national politics. But when perplexity 
drives us to our knees in despair, and 
leads us humbly to acknowledge from 
the heart, as Daniel did, that “wisdom 
and might are his,’ then it has its good 
(Continued on page 336) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Not a Theistic Evolutionist 


In the deco * 14th issue of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, there appears 
a_book review pertaining to my book, 
“The Bible in the Age of Science.” 
The reviewer states: 


“A possible concession to theistic 
evolution may be implied in the state- 
ment, ‘Often’ where the evolutionist 
places plaster of Paris, since he can- 


not otherwise bridge the gap, I bring 


in the interferenee of Providence in 
nature, and assert the creative power 
rs) Ry ” 


It is difficult for me to'see how any 
reviewer can conscientiously make 
such a thoughtless statement, since the 
second half of the sentence declares 
my faith in creationism. However 
since the statement has been made, 
feel I owe it to the readers of your 
valuable paper and to myself, to dis- 
avow the imputation applied to me. I 
am not a theistic evolutionist ——I am 
a believer in Creation as taught in the 
Scriptures.—O. E. Sanden, Minneapolis. 
The Editors regret that Dr. Sanden’s 

position was not clearly understood and 
stated in the review of his book in the 
Times, and are glad to give him’ the op- 
portunity to explain his position on the 
evolutionary theory and the record of 
creation as it is given in Genesis. 

This also provides an opportunity to 
explain to some, who may not be 
too sure of the meaning of these terms, 
what is meant by theistic evolution, Dr. 
Joseph P. Free, Professor of Anthropology 
and Archaeology at Wheaton College, 
and Archaeological Editor of Tue Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times, writes: “Theistic 
evolution ordinarily holds that God is 
the creator, but that He used evolution 
as a means of bringing life to its present 
stage. It is sometimes called ‘modal 
evolution.’ This latter term emphasizes 
that the ‘mode’ which God used was evo- 
lution. Floyd Hamilton in his book, 
‘The Basis of Christian Faith’ (p. 57), 
briefly describes theistic or modal evolu- 
tion im this way: ‘This is the *theory 
which says that evolution is merely the 
instrument which God used to create 
the universe, or the mode of His activ- 
ity in bringing to pass the events of 
creation.’” 

Dr. O. E. Sanden is Acting Dear’ of 
the Northwestern College of Liberal 
Arts, Minneapolis. His book, which was 
reviewed in the Trmgs, is “The Bible in 
the Age of Science” (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $1.50). 
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The Terminal Division of the World 


How the powers of evil and forces of righteousness 
are lining up in many countries 


LIVE in Eastern Europe and, as a 

university man, speak several lan- 

guages. Because of this, I have had 
the opportunity during the last twenty 
or thirty years to visit most of the coun- 
tries of Europe. During the last twenty- 
eight years, since I have been a Chris- 
tian, I have looked at conditions and 
circumstances not only with the eyes 
of a medical man but as a Christian., 
During the Hitler regime, during ‘the 
war, and afterward, I have keenly ob- 
served the upheavals that have taken 
place in Europe, and I wonder now what- 
will be the conclusion of these upheavals. 
I am not the only man of my standing 
who thinks that we are now witnessing 
the death struggles of European civiliza- 
tion. We are keenly watching to see 
whether there is any sign of regenera- 
tion or not. At the present moment we 
do not see a single sigm of regenera- 
tion, but we do see the progress of de- 
generation. From the economic, social, 
political, or national point of view, or 
whatever may be our point of view, we 
do not yet see a single sign of recovery, 
but we see the progress of. corruption. 


What Europe Needs Today 


I am convinced, with many of my 
fellow Christians, that no financial or 
political method will lead Europe out 
of this confusion, but that. only a spir- 
itual revival can produce leaders and 
such circumstances as will make it pos- 
sible to bring Europe out of this pres- 
ent darkness. By spiritual revival I 
mean such a deep renewal of the people 


_as will change the leadership and the 


average level of morality, in order that 
we may go back at least partly to those 
periods when Christianity had a great 
influence, 

As a result of the present crisis it is 
evident that the whole European world 
is separating into two subdivisions, First 
of all, the great majority in all nations, 
beginning with the Germans and French, 
are turning away from Christendom and 
are going over to open infidelity and 
immorality. There are many millions 
in Europe today who have never re- 
ceived any Christian education at all, 
and in Germany alone over two and a 
half million adult persons openly con- 
fessed themselves as heathens. One of 
the first agents of this modern heathen- 
ism was Ludendorff, the famous general 
of the Kaiser in the first war.’ Many 
young men who are seeking wives say 
plainly that they are looking for heathen 
girls. The new political systems in Eu- 
rope frankly deny any fellowship with 
Christéndom. Parallel to this, the num- 
ber of faithful evangelical Christians is 


increasing in all countries in Central 
and Eastern Europe, beginning with 
Russia. 

The crises and convulsions that we 
have seen, and ever the divisior® of 
the world into these two parts, are ac- 
cofding to prophecy. And they are signs 
of the times which are to characterize 
the second coming of -the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The new political systems in Europe 
all aim to reach first the young people, 
and educate them in their own way in 





Dr. Kiss (pronounced Kish) is 
Professor of Anatomy and Embry- 
ology and Director of the Anatomy 
Department at the University in 
Budapest, Hungary. He is the 

‘author of a three-volume work, 
“Atlas of the Human Anatomy,” 
published in Budapest; a topograph- 
ical anatomy published in 1922 in 
Munich; and of several research 
papers published in Europe in 
French, German, and English, He 
has been teaching medicine for 
thirty-five years, and during the 
last twenty-five years has given 
lectures before English, French, 
and German anatomical societies. 
From 1922 to 1929 he gave lectures 
in Budapest to some three hundred 
American medical students who 
had come to Europe for post-grad- 
uate study. He has visited Eng- 
land nine times, and has made his 
first visit to this‘country under 
the auspices of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, with head- 
quarters at 64 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago 1. 

Dr. Kiss was converted twenty- 
eight years ago, and is in fellow- 
ship with a group of the Brethren, 
Twenty years ago he was arrested 

_in Rumania and’ imprisoned for 
three months because of his 
preaching of the Gospel. He is 
now president of the Free Evan- 
gelical Churches in Hungary. 
Though Dr. Kiss is an outstanding 
authority among medical men and 
a specialist in the field of anat- 
omy, yet he is a humble believer 
in.the Bible as the Word of God. 
and in the power of the Gospel 
to save all who believe. He came 
to this country last fall, and has 
spoken at several universities on 
medical subjects, and before many 
large and small groups of Chris- 
tian students. 











By FERENC H. KISS, M.D. 


the hope that they will be the new 
leaders; and thus they can influence a 
whole people or nation. It should be 
kept in mind that the Y.M.C.A, and 
the different student: movements were 
particularly exposed to pressure from 
these powers and, because they have 
compromised, they have practically col- 
lapsed. All Christiarr churches or or- 
ganizations that compromised more or 
less with’ the world are today strongly 
influenced or controlled by the world 
and by the political parties in power. 
In time the great majority of the peo- 
ple went over to a neutral attitude 
toward Christianity, or to agnosticism or 
infidelity. The very thing happened that 
a great Indian Christian, Sadhu Sundar 
Singh, prophesied some twenty years ago 
in Switzerland. When a student asked 
his opinion about Europear® Christianity, 
he answered, “The European Christians 
are surrounded by their Christianity as 
the stones in a river aré surrounded by 
the water, but the water does not pene- 
trate the stones.” 

While this trend toward infidelity goe> 
on, true Christians are forming little 
groups for fellowship and getting back 
to the kind of Christianity that the apos- 
tles and the others knew in the first 
century. This progress of Christianity 
is evident even in Russia and in the 
countries next tosher on the west. It 
is false to say that Christianity collapsed 
in Russia, for parallel to the Russian 
revolution there was a true and great 
revival from 1918 to 1925 and, according ° 
to reliable and confidential information, 


_ this revival resulted im converting nine 


to ten million people. The lowest esti- 
mate today is that there are from five 
to six million faithful Christians in Rus- 
sia (Edwin Orr, “Cam God?” 1945). 
Wherever the Gospel is preached great 
multitudes are coming together to listen, 
and the number of faithful Christians 
is steadily increasing. 


Increasing Infidelity and Faithfulness 

I can testify as a Christian, as a uni- 
versity professor, and as the president 
of: the Free Evangelical Churches in 
Hungary, that I do not know a single 
Christian who was turned out of his 
home or position because he was a wit- 
ness for Christ. As a matter of fact, 
the two most important men in Hungary: - 
charged by the Government with the 
control of religious liberty are evangel- 
ical Christians. 

In this way, through the increase of 
infidelity in the world and the increase 
of faithfulness among true Christians, 
a real division is being made. In some 


(Continued on page 335) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





E assassination of Gandhi has 
called forthe much extravagant talk. 
Dr. E. Stanley Jones outdoes him- 
self by describing it as “a tragedy sec- 
ond only to the crucifixion of the Son 
of God,” adding, “A student whispered 
to me: ‘And this is Friday, too. He 
was the second Saviour.’” 

In St. Paul’s Cathedral Church, Bos- 
ton; he was given a special memorial 
service, 

Doubtless he was a striking historical 
figure, but, from Paul’s point of view, 
he, as a cow-worshiper, was a worshiper 
of the “creature more than the Creator.” 
He definitely rejected the salvation of- 
fered by Christ. Jefferson was a far 
greater man. He, too, refused the “un- 
speakable gift.” We speak’ of him with 
admiration as a great statesman, but he 
was not im the family of God. In India, 
Gandhi vilified the truly Christian Brit- 
ish Government, but if he had had to 
deal with the Russian which Dr. Jones 
admires, his dramatic fastings would 
have ended with even shorter rations 
in Siberia. He vilified modern medi- 
cine, yet on occasion made use of Eng- 
lisy hospitals for personal medical care. 
He knew very well about the hidéous 
system of the prostitution of girls in 
Hindu temples, but never protested 
against it or otherwise lifted < finger 
to suppress it. It was reported before 
his death, rightly dr wrortgly, that he 
was opposed to allowing under “free In- 
dia” further “proselytism’” by Christian 
missions; in other words, the preaching 
of the Gospel, although permitting their 
medical and educational work to con- 
tinue. He was shot by one of his own: 
faith, which was no commendation of 
Hinduism with its obscenities and cruel- 
ties. 

It was no doubt the best that Hindu- 
ism could do in the field of martyrdom, 
and one reads that images of him are 
now being molded for use in the wor- 
ship of him. But if Stanley Jones thinks 
that Gandhi’s death comes next to the 
death of the Son of God, hé should open 
“The Book of Martyrs” and read again 
the Christian flame-testimony of Johr 
Rogers and Cranmer, of Robert Samuel 
of Norwich, and the Six of Colchester, 
of Bishops Farrar and Ridley, of John 
Lambert and Cicely Ormes, and of scores 
of others of whont this world is literally 
unworthy. 


Ethiopian Notes.—Mrs. Mackenzie of 
the Bible Churchmen’s Mission in Abys- 


‘ sinia writes of Gyetenesh, one of her 


students now ‘at the Empress’s School 
for Girls, who expects later to open her 
own Bible school. She received a gift 
of £10 from the Emperor which meant 


much to her, as she was dependent on 
herself alone. 

“I thought of the things I would be 
able to buy,” she said to Mrs: Mackenzie, 
“and then the story of Ananias and Sap- 
phira came to my mind. How could I 
use the money for myself? Wasn’t I 

raying for two little girls in thé school, 
whose father had tried to poison them, 
who were in rags? Were there not two 
other girls whom I knew needed £3 
for clothes?. Then, too, my mother was 
needy, for my father left her penni- 
léss. There is also the Followers of 
the Apostles Society. I had never given 
them anything, yet I prayed often for 
their financial needs. My mission (the 
Bible Churchmen’s Bible School in Addis 
Ababa) had done so much to help me. 
I would give the remainder to it.” 

Indefatigable Dr. Laubach pays.tribute 
to Mrs. Mackenzie for her “priceless 
help” in his recent campaign in Ethio- 
pia. Dr. Laubach had not intended to 
visit that country, but the Emperor, 
hearing that he ‘was in Egypt at the in- 
vitatiom of King Farouk, sent for him 
to come at his expense. “We found the 
Ethiopian alphabet, perhaps the oldest 
stil ir use in the world, a jumble of 
irregularities, vowei forms stuck on let- 
ters everywhere, left, right, above, be- 
low, in a most confusing fashion. I told 
His Majesty that unless they made their 
alphabet regular they would not be lit- 
erate this ceniury, and they could never 
have a good typewriter or an efficient 
linotype machine. The Government 
adopted all the changes I recommended, 
making this one of the best alphabets in 
the world.” Eleven ministers of state 
consulted with Dr, Laubach in’ a three- 
hour session, and the Emperor told him 
that he wanted his people to havea reai 
Christian foundation for their lives. 

“We are teaching adults to. read in 
from four to eight days. The delighted 
Ethiopians are talking of making their 
country literate iri ten years. I think it 
may be easier to teach here than ever 
elsewhere in any language. We have 
a large, lovely chart to put on the walls 
of villages, churches, markets, homes, 
so that students can practice and teach 
one another. The new type will also 
give enormous stimulus t¢@ business. The 
Italians left hundreds of typewriters in 
Ethiopia when they were driven out. 
These will be fitted with new letters. 
The linotype machines wilf also be fitted 
with the new Ethiopian type. Their 
typing and printing will be a hundred 
times faster than it is at the present 
time.” 


Various Ministries—The Rural Bible 
Crusade reports of its Iowa branch: 


\ 


By ERNEST GORDON 


17,200 rural school children and teachers 
enrolled in Scripture memory contests 
since the opening of the gchool year, 
and 138 Bibles awarded to those who 
learned 500 verses. The Illinois enroll- 
ment is 15,904. 


Mr. Neprash writes Christian articles’ 


for the three largest Russian dailies, 
those in New York, Philadelphia, and 
San Francisco, with their 52,000 sub- 
scribers. Russian priests use this mate- 
rial for their Sunday sermons. Common 
people from all about write to him about 
the matters treated, as well as priests 
and even an archbishop. “A promise 
was made in the articles that confiden- 
tial letters would be regarded as sacred, 
and as a résult much of the correspond- 
ence resembles confession to a priest.” 

The Evangelical Institute at Pointe 
aux Trembles,outside Quebec, celebrated 
last year its centenary. It is a French 
Protestant institution which, as Stony 
Brook School, Long Island, continues 
the great tradition of Christian: educa- 
tion so widely abandoned in American 
denominational schools. Among ‘its 
alumni, more than a hundred are min- 
isters, thirty evangelists, one hundred 
and twenty-two teachers, sixty-two phy- 
sicians, twenty lawyers, fifteen univers- 
ity professors. Hundreds have gone into 
commerce and industry. As all these 
French Canadian students received a 
thoroughly evangelical training, it can 
be easily understood what a contribu- 
tion this school has made to Protestant- 
ism in the Province of Quebec. Its 
leader in later years, Dr. E, H. Brandt, 
was an educator of Arnold of Rugby 
caliber. 


The late Dr. W. B. Riley of Minne- 
apolis protested the claim of the Mod- 
ernists to be the special representatives 
of social reform. No better commentary 
on his statement can, be found than that 
of a writer in Fortune of last August: 
“The Federal Council in thirty-nine 
years has made only one memorable 
contribution to the doémestic welfare of 
the United States, and that nearly a 
quarter of a century ago. [He refer- 
red to the report on the steel strike 
issued actually by the Interchurch World 
Movement.] . . . To most businessmen 
the pronouncements of. the ,Federal 
Council ori business matters have 
seemed, at best, hooey.” 

Dr. Riley said: 

“I have been in Minneapolis for fifty 
years. In that time I have fought the 


battles against crooked mayors, crim- 
inal conditions, illegal liquor, and for 
righteous elections. Again and agair 
nry brethren who beliéved the “Word of 
God came with me to the battle, but in 

















te ae 


ace cuai 

















NOR ARE ~ alist ot A 





pA sa REN 





Lesson for April 25 


‘\ 

this entire time I have never known 
the combined endeavors of the modern- 
ist theologians to accomplish aught of 
social service. When unemployment was 
rife in Minneapolis one of my neighbor 
men did a great service. He is not what 
would strictly be called a Modernist; 
rather theologically a middle-of-the- 
roader. We joined him to provide hous- 
ing for girls who had no income, and 
we did other: service of similar sort. 
Migneapolis has plenty of Modernists 
in it, and they have a strong ministerial 
organization, but if they have wrought 
social service that amounts to much we 
have yet to hear of it, unless they think 
that. social service is to introduce dances 
in the church houses.” 


The China Sunday School Union was 
started in 1907 on the centennial anni- 
versary of the arrival of the first Prot- 
estant missionary to China, Dr. Morri- 
son, Its first general secretary was Dr. 
E. G. Tewksbury, who came from a pro- 
fessorship in chemistry and physics in 
the North China Union College, (I re- 
member him very well in a chemistry 
class at Harvard.) Dr. Tewksbury was 
a great missionary and loyal to evan- 
gelical standards, and he made the China 
Sunday Schoo: Union a power in the 
land. The vast amount of Sunday school 
material put out in a normal prewar 
year can be judged by the report of 
Z. K. Chow, the present secretary: 

80,000 copies of teachers’ quarter- 
lies 
100,000 Bible picture scrolls 

4,000,000 copies of Scripture leaflets, 

pupil quarterlies, etc. 

10,000,000 Bible picture and verse cards, 

folders, verse stamps 

The Union embraced 5,000 Sunday 
schools with 20,000 teachers and 300,000 
pupils.) They were found in Chinese 
communities in Burma, Siam, Malaya, 
the, Dutch East Indies, Borneo, the 
Philippines, and Australia as well as in 
China. 

Dr. Tewksbury was thrown into a con- 
centration camp by the Japanese, but 
was released in 1943 and returned to 
the United States on the Gripsholm, 
only to die (Nov. 5, 1946) as a result of 
prison hardship. The Sunday School 
Union was kept going with great diffi- 
culty by faithful Chinese servants of 
Christ in spite of military turmoil and 


inflation and loss of mission subsidies. | 


Help for its reorganization can be sent 
to the Rev. J. N. Montgomery, 4240 Clair- 
mont Ave., Birmingham, Ala., a China 
missionary representing this useful and 
evangelically dependable work. 


For five years, Mr. Neetz and Mr. 
Rosenblum, one a converted Gentile, the 
other a converted Jew, have been work- 
ing through American and Canadian 
cities, seeking out Jews and giving them 
Prophecy New Testaments. (An edition 
issued especially for Jews by the Mil- 
lion Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race 
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St., Philadelphia 2.) They report that 
almost everywhere the Jews gladly ac- 
cept and read them, 

I happened into a First Baptist Church 
on February 29. It was Brotherhood 
Sunday, and the guest speaker, a Jewish 
rabbi, was “proposing” to the too willing 
Christians. The church notice ran, “We 
welcome to our church for this Brother- 
hood Sunday Rabbi Blank. The answer 
to the world’s problems and to our own’ 
is found in the Brotherhood of Man and 
the Fatherhood of God.” 

Wrong! The answer to the world’s 
problems is the conversion of men, both 
Jew and Gentile, as the condition prece- 
dent to their entrance into the family 
of the Father. Neetz and Rosenblum 
are the true workers for brotherhood, 
the eternal brotherhood of: the age to 
come. They are telling the Jew what 
Christ told Rabbi Nicodemus, “Except a 


man be born again, he cannot see the. 


kingdom of God.” . 


“Brotherhood Sunday” is a delusion, 
a denial of the essence of the Gospel. 
It is promoted by the Jewish B'nai 
Brith as a part of its yearly February 
program. When I saw the minister of 
the First Baptist Church, at the close 
of the service, walking down the main 
aisle arm in arm with the rabbi in an 
ostentatious demonstration of brotherly 
love, I wondered if he had ever dipped 
into that sewer, the Talmud. Let him 
get the authorized Rodkinson translation 
and remember that antichristian blas- 
phemies in the original are largely omit- 
ted in the English translation for obvious 
reasons. Nevertheless, he would. find 
enough to shock him. He would find 
brotherly teaching such as, “The world 
was created only for Israel; none are 
called the children of God but Israel; 
none are beloved before God but Israel.” 

He would learn that “he who smites 
an Israelite is as though he had assaulted 
the Divine Presence”; that “in the days 
of the Messiah all Scripture will be 
abolished save the book of Esther; also 
all festivals save the Feast of Purim” 
(when 76,000 Gentiles were slaughtered 
by Jews). 

He would find incredibly filthy dis- 
cussions and senseless hair-splittings; 
also dirty comment on Old Testament 
Scripture. If this were a book of the 
past he would, indeed, feel indignant. 
What would then be his feelings to learn 
that, according to the Jewish Sentinel 
(June 5, 1947), it is taught in forty- 
seven schools in Chicago to young peo- 
ple who are transported in a special 
Talmud-Torah bus service. 

When the French statesman, M. Paul 
Bert, read his translation from the Ro- 
man Catholic Latin of Father Gury’s 
“Moral Theology,” a handbook for guid- 
ance of priests in the confessional, the 
galleries of the House of Deputées were 
ordered cleared by the Speaker. He 
would not expose the public to such pol- 
lution. The Talmud is equally bad. 
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There is an. unbridgeable gulf be- 
tween the family of Christ and those 
whom these two types of literature rep- 
resent. 


The Bishop. of Worcester, who has 
lately been in the Near East, reports 
that there is reviving life in the old 
Orthodox churches. In Athens, for ex- 
ample, he went to a hall where a large 
number of young people and teachers 
were assembled to receive training as 
Sunday school teachers. They had been 
in church from nine to eléven before 
coming to this instruction class. In an- 
other Athens church there were two 
hundred boys and girls in an after- 
service Sunday school. “A day school 
teacher led them, and she held their 
attention from start to finish. Many of 
them had notebooks and pencils, and 
their eagerness was really inspiring. 
These young people have formed Chris- 
tian: cells in factories with remarkable 
results, and publish a bi-weekly maga- 
zine called Children’s Joy.” Then he 
adds this (World Dominion, p. 147), 
which is significant: 

“I wish to underline my impression 
that the Spirit of God is at work in the 
old Orthodox churches and, in the main, 
through lay people who, while engaged 
in their ordinary work, devote their 
spare time to voluntary witness for 
Christ.” 

Likewise in Spain. Mr. Stuart Brown 
says the mainstay of the majority of 
the churches in Spain is that fine body 
of men who, while earning their own 
living, dedicate all their spare time to 
preaching the Gospel. With little train- 
ing and having few books, they preach 
Sunday after Sunday and often in the 
week. In -a recent eleven-day training 
course for preachers the program dealt 
with the wonders of the Bible and its 
difficulties; methods of studying it; doc- 
trines; study of verses, words, types, 
and biographies. There were two ses- 
sions dn the Primitive Church and one 
on methods of evangelism. “We studied 
some of the principal texts which Ro- 
manists use to defend their beliefs and 
also the basic differences between them 
and us.” 


Religion in Political Life—For politi- 
cal reasons the Catholic hierarchy of 
Brazil has embarked on a campaign to 
place images of the Virgin Mary in all 
schools and public buildings and to ar- 
range religious services wherever such 
images are placed. This campaign was 
to include the erection of a figure of 
Christ in the Federal House of Repre- 
sentatives which brought from the lib- 
eral Catholic member, M~, Barreto, the 
observation that what was desirable was+ 
Christ in the heart. He urged the depu- 
ties rather to read daily the Sermon on 
the Mount than to vote for the erection 
of a Christ in marble. 

An article in the Christian Century 
reports on the advance of the movement 
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to abandon caste in India. “The news- 
papers are full of accounts of temples 
being opened to outcastes with the Brah- 
mins leading them in, with bands and 
celebrations.” But may this not mean 
the stronger binding to Hindu heathen- 
ism of the populations most accessible 
to Christian preaching, and may not this 
consideration have entered Brahmin 
minds? For the Madras Government is 
issuing a new regulation prohibiting the 
use of the buildings of any school or 
college for proselyting purposes, and 
bans the attendance of teachers and 
pupils at meetirigs which aim to make 
religious converts. It is an ominous 
note—the first hand lifted against the 
evangelization of India, after independ- 
ence, 

From the apostle of India’s freedorn 
we have learned what is meant by free- 
dom, When asked if non-Christians 
would be free to embrace Christianity 
if they wished, Gandhi said that on this 
matter he would be guided by the laws 
to be framed by the constituent assem- 
bly. Not a word of his own did he utter 
for genuine religious freedom. Then he 
added this sweeping judgment on Chris- 
tians: 

“Christ came into the world to spread 
the gospel of love and peace. What His 
followers have brought about is tyranny 
and misery.” 

So that was his appraisal of Christian 
missions, schools, and hospitals in India, 
of Dr. Scudder, Booth-Tucker, Sam Hig- 
genbottom, the Sadhu Singh, the Pan- 
dita Ramabai, and the army corps of 
other self-denying missionaries; also of 
the splendid generations of British 
Christian officials who have given peace, 
law, justice, education, and much* else 
to India. 


Roman Catholic Notes——The Federal 
Constitution of Switzerland forbids 
Jesuits from settling in that land, yet 
some two hundred of them occupy im- 
portant places in Swiss Catholicism 
This is a violation of law, a sort of 
ecclesiastical bootlegging. Some object 
to the enforcement of the article lest it 
give opportunity for the Jesuits to as- 
sume the pose of martyrs. Others note 
that among Swiss Catholics there is a 
revival of interest in Bible study, and 
think it undesirable that confessional 
peace should be disturbed. The Church 
of Rome is canonizing an ancient Swiss 
hermit named Nicolas de Flue, to 
whom it ascribes, with utmost illogic, 
the fortunate circumstance that Swit- 
zerland escaped* Nazi occupation and 
war misery in 1940-45. A powerful St. 
Nicolas, indeed, this fifteenth century 
anchorite whom twentieth century Jesu- 
itism would make the national saint of 
Switzerland ! 

The Quebec legislature has passed a 
provincial law which gives to munici- 
pal authorities the right to prohibit the 
circulation of tracts and circulars. It 
is aimed at Jehovah’s Witnesses, who 
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have been making inroads in the Cath- 
olic population, and for that reason have 
been imprisoned ‘and otherwise perse- 
cuted by Rome’s political front in Que- 
bec. M. Duplessis described them as 
“people who believe themselves apostles, 
They knock at all doors, interrupting 
the housewives in their work, and para- 
lyzing the activities of the police. We 
must stop this continual provocation of 
our belief.” 

The Witnesses are _ wrong-headed 
enough in their religious deviations from 
the New Testament, but they have been, 
both here and before our Supreme 
Court, the spearhead in the fight for re- 
ligious liberty. Suum cuique! Another 
member of the Quebec legislature, M. 
Choquette, remarked wisely: 

“To suppress unwholesome ideas, it is 
not necessary to suppress wholesome 
ones; to: suppress antireligious literature, 
it is not necessary to suppress liberty. 
I propose an amendment?” 

In vain. The bill passed in all its 
iron intolerance, and will no doubt lead 
to hindrances to Christian evangelism. 
Quebec is, as Catholics say, “the king- 
dom of Mary.” 


Professor A. M. Hunter, of Aberdeen, 
calls attention in the Expository Times 
to the centripedal method of current 


New Testament scholarship in contrast _ 


to the centrifugal of the past. Scholars 
now are bent on showing the unity of 
tae New Testament, that we have in the 
New Testament not many, but one Gos- 
pel. “You mark this tendency in most 
of the important books on New Testa- 
ment problems in the last decade, C. H. 
Dodd’s ‘Apostolic Preaching,’ Newton 
Flew’s ‘Jesus and His Church,’ Vincent 
Taylor’s trilogy on the Atonement, Hos. 
kyns’ ‘Commentary on the Fourth Gos- 
pel,’ and in many others.” 

As P. T. Forsyth said many years 
ago —and how modern Forsyth seems to 
some of us who are rediscovering him 
— “There was certainly a common apos- 
tolic Gospel, a kerygma. This was 
preached before anything was written.” 
What was its content? Professor Hunter 
gives it to us: 

“The ‘prophecies are fulfilled, and the New 

Age has dawned. 

The long-expected Messiah, born of 
David's line, has come. 

He is Jesus of Nazareth who 

Did mighty works by God’s power — 

Died for our sins, 

Rose again from the dead, 

Was exalted to God's right bend, 

Will come again as a judge. 

Therefore, let all who hear this message 
repent and be baptized for the ave 
ness of their sins. 

“Like a sound which keeps sounding 
in our heads in all manner of circum- 
stances, we can hear the authentic notes 
of the kerygma ring out again and again 
in Gospel, Epistle, Homily, and Apoc- 
alypse. 

“Through the variegated fabric of the 
New Testament, now clear and conspicu- 
ous, now veiled and hidden, runs the 
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golden thread of the apostolic preach- 
ing. Clearest of all in the early speeches 
of Acts, it crops up again and again in 
Paul’s Epistles; it throbs through smaller 
letters like First Peter and First John; 
it controls the structure of the Gospels; 
and it reverberates through such differ- 
ent books as Hebrews and Revelation.” 


One of General Doolittle’s squadron 
who made the first raid over Japan was 
Mr. Jacob de Shazer, who was forged 
down in China, captured by the Jap- 
anese, imprisoned for forty months, 
thirty-four of them in solitary confine- 
ment, half-starved, and beaten. Three 


' of his comrades \were shot. It is not 


surprising that he was bitter. 

After the death of Bob Meder by slow 
starvation he began to ponder the cause 
of hatred between members of the hu- 
man race, and his thoughts turned 
toward what he had heard of Christian- 
ity as changing hatred into brotherly 
love. He tried to get a* Bible, but at 
first was unsuccessful, Finally one was 
loaned him —for three weeks. He read 
and studied, Old Testament as well as 
New. On June 8, 1944, Romans 10:9 
stood out before his eyes: “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved.” | 

“In that moment God gave me grace 
to confess my sins to Him, and saved me 
for Jesus’ sake... . How my heart re- 
joiced in my newness of life even though 
my body was suffering so terribly ! Sud- 
denly I discovered that God had given 


me new spiritual eyes. I found my bit- 


ter hatred for the Japanese officers and 
guards, who had starved and beaten me 
and my companions so cruelly, turned 
into‘ loving pity. From the depths of 
my heart I prayed God for my tor- 
menters. 

“A year passed. One day I was sitting 
in my solitary confinement cell in Pei- 
ping. My heart became very sick, It was 
paining me even as Meder had told me 
his was paining just before he died of 
starvation. I slid down onto my knees 
and began’ to pray. The guards rushed 
in and began to punish me, but I kept 
on praying. God in that hour revealed 
unto me how to endure suffering. 

“On August 20, 1945, American para- 
chutists dropped onto the prison ground 
and released us from our cells. We were 
flown back to the United States amd 
placed in hospitals, where we slowly 
regained physical strength. 

“Now I am training in a Christian col- 
lege preparing for work in the mission 
field, im Japan and China.” (Abridged.) 


Brief Notes 


The Greek Catholic Church is under- 
taking to restore the historic ruins of 
Cana, site of the wedding feast where 
Christ changed water into wine. .A hos- 
pital will be established there under the 
control of a society of nuns, 
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Little Jetts in Mission Lands 


ROM time to time, the Rev. Wade 

Cc. Smith, who writes, “Say, Fel- 
lows,” and who is the originator of 
“Little Jetts Teach the Lesson,” that 
appear each week in the lesson pages 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot TImMEs, receives 
word from foreign missionaries telling 
how they use “Little Jetts” to teach the 
Scriptures in the mission fields. An un- 
usually interesting sheaf of lesson papers 
was received several months ago from 
the Rev. and Mrs, A. E, Loose, mission- 
aries of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, who are in charge of the Girls’ 
Christian Foyer and the Bible Training 
School, at Baro, French Guinea, French 
West Africa. 


A photograph of the school group, 
showing Mr. and Mrs. Loose, and two 
matrons, and twelve girls, taken in Feb- 
ruary, 1945, is reproduced below. These 
girls are now three years older than 
they appear in the picture, and there 
were twenty-one girls in the school as 
of August, 1947, 


Mrs. Loose writes concerning the use 
of “Little Jetts” as follows: 


Dear Dr. Smith: 


We think that the “Jetts” are won- 
derful. I can draw things, but I can’t 
make anything look like life—at least 
I never could until I saw your “Jetts.” 
I can copy them, and make @ figure run, 
or kneel, or do a few other things. At 
least my efforts to copy you help me in 
y husband, too, 
slips a few of his imitation “Jetts” into 
the French lessons that he prepares for 
our girls here. You do not mind, do 
you? 

However, it is of our girls that I wish 
to write, Gur girls’ training school work 
is done mostly in the native language. 
We began this school in December, 1944, 
and have twenty-one girls thus far. Our 
ene girls can go to the government 

rench school near us, but our older 
girls, who can only remain with us for 





Mr. and Mrs, Loose and some of their pupils. 


a few years, must be taught in the ver- 
nacular. .Of course, it is mostly Bible, 
but also other subjects. ‘ 

Among other Bible subjects I have 
often shown them the “Jetts” in THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Times. They have al- 
ways enjoyed them and understand the 
Scripture lessons that they illustrate. 
Lately, I’ve been turning a “Little Jett” 
lesson over to each of the older girls 
and let her write her own lesson. Of 
course, they are very crude, but you 
should see how “raw” these little girls 
were when they came to us, and how 
much they have progressed. Ordinary 
African girls don’t know how to hold 
a picture right side up. 

ay God continue to bless the won- 
derful gift that He has entrusted to you. 
Yours in Christian Siquey. 
The Looses. 


Some of the lesson papers of which 
Mrs. Loose speaks tell a particular les- 
son story in the native tongue and in 
the pupil’s own words and handwriting. 
Interspersed with the writing are “Little 
Jetts,’” which the pupil has copied from 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot TIMEs, or, in some 
cases, an entire strip of “Little Jetts” 
has been copied and attached to the les- 
son paper. One of these strips has been 
reproduced, and accompanies this article, 
Of the pupil who drew it, Mrs. Loose 
says: 

I think this little girl, Feremusu, must 
be a Pygmy. She is so tiny for her 
eleven or twelve years. She always 
does dainty work. © girl in the school 
excels her in tiny stitches in sewing. 
She is not as brilliant as some others, 
but still is a good student and a faithful 
little Christian. She has given Maninka 
words to express the thought in each 
picture. 


Perhaps you will want to show these 
pictures to your own class of boys or 
girls so that they may see what excel- 
lent work is being done by these girls 
so recently out of heathendom, and so 
that they may pray for Mr, and Mrs, 
Loose, and for their pupils. 
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International Uniform Lesson ; 





LESSON 4. APRIL 25. ZECHARIAH PLEADS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Zechariah 1:1-6,; 4; 7; 8; printed text, 1:1-4,; 7:8-14, 8:16, 17 
Golden Text.—Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother.—Zech. 7:9 


Kine James VERSION 

Zech.. 1:1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, 
came the word of the Lorp unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, 
the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 

2 The Lorp hath been sore displeased with your fathers. 

3 Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; 
Turn ye unto. me, saith the Lorp of hosts, and I will turn unto 
you, saith the Lorp of hosts. | 

4 Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets 
have cried, saying, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Turn ye now 
from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did 
not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the Lorp. 

Chap. 7:8 And the word of the Lorn came unto Zechariah, saying, 

9 Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, saying, Execute true judg- 
ment, and shew mercy and compassions, every man to his brother: 

10 And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, 
nor the pgor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother 
in your heart. 

11 But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, 
and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 


12 Yea, they made their hearts as am adamant stone, lest they 
should hear the law, and the words which the Lorp of hosts hath 
sent in his spirit. by the former prophets: therefore came a great 
wrath from the Lorp of hosts. 

13 Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would 
not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the Lox 
of hosts: 

14 But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations 
whom they Knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, 
that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the 
pleasant land desolate. 


Chap. 8:16 These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every 
man the truth to nis neighbour; execute the judgment of truth 
and peace in your gates: 

17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his 
neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that 
I hate, saith the Lorp. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T WAS the mission of Haggai to stir 
I up the consciences of the remnant 

who had been overcome by sloth 
and self-seeking. Zechariah’ followed 
with messages of cheer and encourage- 
ment, designed to’ bring the souls of 
the people into the power of the coming 
glory. He is, therefore, occupied very 
largely with events leading up to the 
appearing of Messiah and His reign of 
righteousness. There is great blessing 
in thus having the heart and mind trans- 
ported to those days of: Heaven upon 
earth. It is when so occupied that one 
is enabled to estimate aright the transi- 
tory glories of the world and to realize 
the importance of living now in the light 
of then, For saints today, the expectation 
of the Lord’s returh is a purifying hope 
(1 John 3:3). So in Israel, as they 
looked forward to the coming of the 
King who was to reign in righteousness 
(Isa, 32:1), their own hearts would be 
stirred to seek to’ walk before God in 
righteousness and integrity, that they 
might have the King’s approval when 
He appeared. 

The Book of Zechariah falls readily 
into two main parts. The first six chap- 
ters relate the visions of the prophet, 
eight in one night (or as others sug- 
gest ten, because they divide two into 
separate ‘visions), all of which have to 
do with Israel’s experience while scat- 
tered among the Gentiles and waiting 
for the coming of their Messiah, Jeho- 
vah’s, anointed King. The rest of the 
book is devoted to instructions and ad- 
monitions based upon these visions. 
Zechariah has been called “the prophet 
of glory” because of the glorious future 


he predicts for Israel, when, as a people, 
they are restored to God and to their 
land again, 


The Historical Setting 


Zechariah is called the son of Bere- 
chiah, the son of Iddo. We do not know 
the time or place of his birth, but he 
was with: the first group of captives who 
returned to Jerusalem. 
that he died a violent death, for the 
Jewish Targum says that Zechariah, the 
son of Iddo, a prophet and priest, was 
slain in the sanctuary. Our Lord Jesus 
speaks of “the blood of Zacharias 
son of Barachias, whom ye slew between 
the temple and the altar,” which was to 
be required of the men of that genera- 
tion (Matt. 23:35). Some have supposed 
He referred to another Zechariah; called 
the son- of Jehoiada, whose tragic death 
is related in 2 Chronicles 24:20, 21, but 
it seems more likely that the post-Cap- 
tivity Zechariah is the one referred tc, 


Verse by Verse 


Zech. 1:1-—Wechariah, the son of 
Berechiah, the sor-of Iddo.” The names 
are significant. In the order given, they 
mean, “Jehovah remembers,” “Jehovah. 
blesses,” “at the appointed time.” This 
message of his was given two months 
after Haggai’s first one. 


Verse 2.—“The Lord hath been sore 
displeased with your fathers.” This dis- 
pleasure had been manifested by His 
giving them over to the power of their 
enemies, who had carried them to Baby- 
lon. 


Verse 3.—“Turn ye unto me , .: and 
I will turn unto you.” This is a princi- 
ple that runs throughout Scripture. 
When a repentant people seek the .face 
of God, He can always be depended on 
to meet them in loving-kindness and 
mercy. 


It is possible : 


Verse 4.—“Be ye not as your fathers.” 
Let them not refuse to hearken as their 
fathers had done, else they would not 
now receive the blessing He desired to 
give them. It is ever His delight to give 


that which is good to those who obey . 


His Word. 


Chap. 7:8, 9.—‘Execute true judgment, 
and shew mercy and compassions every 
man to his brother.” It was a call to 
live in accordance with the hope set 
before them. In view of Messiah’s an- 
nounced advent, they were to walk be- 
fore God in righteousness and to mani- 
fest a spirit of kindly concern for all 


their brethren. We may well apply the 


admonition to ourselves today. It is 
folly to prate of waiting for the coming 
of the Lord, while living in sin and deal- 
ing harshly with those who may not be 
privileged as we are. 


Verse 10.—“Oppress not . . . let none 
of you imagine evil against his brother 
in your heart.”. Oh, the crimes that have 
been committéd against those who should 
have been protected and cared for by 
their brethren! When people are right 
with God, they will manifest it by their 
considerate behavior toward others and 
particularly toward those who are in dis- 
tress and affliction. 


Verse 11—“They refused to hearken: 

. and stopped their ears.” Such had 
been Israel’s course in the past, and 
many continued in the same evil ways, 
deaf to the voice of God speaking 
through His choseri messenger. 


Verse 12—“Therefore came a great 
wrath from the Lord.” All that the 


guilty nation had suffered from their 
cruel enemies could be traced back to 
their own stubborn ways, which resulted 
from their ‘hardening their hearts “as 
an adamant stone,” so that no impres- 
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Lesson for April 25 


sion was made when the Lord spoke 
through the former prophets. 

Verse 13—‘“‘As he cried, and they 
would not hear; so they cried, and I 
would not hear.” ‘This principle is made 
clear throughout the Scriptures, and evi- 
denced in God’s ways with His people 
as well as with those of the world out- 
side. (See Prov. 1:24-33.) It is a dan- 
gerous thing to refuse to hear when God 
speaks, lest the day come when God will 
turn away His ear when we cry to Him 
in our distress. 


Verse 14—“I scattered them with a 
whirlwind among all the nations.” Such 
had been their condition for seventy 
years. Would thtir children learn from 
the sad experiences of the past, or must 
they, too, be broken. and again driven 
away because of indifference to the 
claims of God? 


Chap. 8: 16.—“These are the things that 
ye shall do.” Very clearly and plainly 
the way in which’ God would have them 
walk is put before them, so definitely 
that none could misunderstand who had 
any real desire to honor God in his life. 


Verse 17.—“All these are things that 
I hate, saith the Lard.” Thus God ex- 
pressed His disapproval of lying, crooked 
dealing of every kind, evit thoughts 
toward one another, and all false oaths. 
These were all detestable in His eyes. 
He who walkeg in them would surely 
bring down the displeasure of God upon 
his own head. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


After Haggai had been used of God 
to stir the,people: to action in complet- 
ing the rebuilding of the house of God, 
Zechariah set befores them the glory to 
be manifested when Messiah came to 
reign. In view of this, he issued a 
clariorf call to self-judgment and to’ prac- 
tical righteousness in order that God 
might be pleased to dwell among them 
and to continue to own them as His 
covenant people. These things are writ- 
ten for our learning; also that we may 
realize the importance of godly living 
while we wait for the Son from Heaven. 


Lesson Outline 


IMPORTANCE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 


1. Why God was displeased in the past 
(Zech, 1:1, 2) 


2. A call to repentance (vs, 3, 4) 

3: The behavior that should character- 
ize God’s separated people (chap. 
7: 8-10) 

4. Past rebellion and retribution (vs. 11- 
14) . 

5. The path of righteousness (chap. 8: 
16, 17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Place of the Prophet in Israel. 
From the beginning God spoke to His 
people through prophets. These were 
men who had understanding of His will 
and were able to communicate it to 
others. The prophet was not necessarily 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. April 18.—The Return From Exile. 
Ezra 1 to 6; Haggai 
Next Week’s Lesson 
5. May 2.—Nehemiah Rebuilds Jerusa- 
Ae ..Nehemiah 1 to 7 
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one who unveiled*the hidden future, but 
one who brought divine truth to bear 
upon the conscience. In the New Testa- 
ment we are told that “he that proph- 
esieth speaketh unto men to edification, 
and exhortation, and comfort” (1 Cor. 
14:3). This was true also of the Old 
Testament prophet, who was sometimes 
called a’ seer—that is, one who sees, 
in a way that others do not. To such 
men the future was opened up in a 
marvelous way according to the Word: 
“The Lord God will do nothing, but he 
revealeth his secret unto his servants 
the prophets” (Amos 3:7). These men 
“spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21), and through} them 
the Holy Scriptures were written for our 
instruction. 


Summaries and Applications 


It is useless to settle down in self- 
satisfaction because of truth made 
known to us, if we are not walking in 
that truth as God reveals it to us. 

Robertson of Brighton said once, “No 
man is justified by faith until] faith has 
made him just.” This witness is true, 
for he who truly believes God is born 
anew and henceforth delights in right- 
eousness. 

We are not saved by good works, but 
we are saved to good works. These are 
the outward evidence of the change that 
has taken place within. 

When those who claim to be in rela- 
tionship with God become careless in 
their lives, they bring discredit on’ the 
holy name to which they profess alle- 
giance. : 

God calls upon us to honor Him by 
showing kindness to both friend and 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
HAT is the importance of the second 
year of Darius? 
2. By what authority did Zerubbabel 
and Jeshua resume building? 
3. Who are meant by 
prophets”? (Zech. 1:4; 7:12.) 
4. How far will God go in fitting His re- 
quirements to “the spirit of the age”? 

5. How does God recompense our refusal 
to hear Him? 

6. What twofold punishment visited the 
obduracy of Israel? 

7. Into what land were the Jews delivered 


“the former 


. for their sin? 


8. How did the moral requirements upon 
the returned remnant differ from the duties 
imposed upon their fathers? 


9. How deeply does the Law of God pene- 
trate? 


10. How is such righteousness possible? 
(Answers on page 335) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, whose wisdom, love, 
and power are never dimmed by any- 
thing evil, but whose ways are always 
true and right, we are sad when we see 
how much we fall short of Thy perfect 
goodness. Pardon our sins, O Lord, and 
let Thy strong, patient, wise, and holy 
Spirit control us and lift our lives to 
the standards of Thy Word. Search us 
by Thy Word this day. Show us any 
wrong in us that we see not, or about 
which we have become careless and 
hardened. Help us to’ forsake every- 
thing that grieves Thee and harms our- 
selves or others, and keep us living sim- 
ply, trustfully, obediently. Help us ,to 
forget ourselves in living for others. 
Enable us to speak truth always, to be 
fair, kind, and pitiful. Turn the hearts 
of world and national leaders to Thee. 
Draw the common people of all lands 
to love and serve the Saviour. Send out 
Thy messengers to all who know nothing 
of Thy Gospel, and make us all willing 
to say, What wilt Thou have me to do, 
Lord?” and then to go and do it. Hear 
us in all these things for Thy Son’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—A man was doing 
some carpentry, and his boy watched 
him as he carefully used a spirit level. 
“It looks good enough, Dad,” said the 














FOR Fomna UP IFE 
TRY SURNING TO. RD 
boy; “why be so careful?” “Guessing 


won’t do ify building,” said Dad, “whether 
it’s building a house or building a life.” 
“But, Dad,” laughed the boy, “there are 
no spirit levels to live by.” “Indeed 
there are,” said his father. “They’re 
right in the Bible, and it’s up to us to 
bring all of life into line with God's 
Word.” ; 

And some of God’s spirit levels have 
been put in’ our hands by today’s lesson. 
Today we have heard God say, “Speak 
every man truth with his neighbour.” 
Do we always tell the truth? Then our 
Golden Text says, “Execute true judg- 
ment.” Are we always fair and just? 
“Shew mercy and compassions,” says 
God, but are we as kind to others and 
as sympathetic and helpful to people 
in trouble as we might be? 

Too often our lives are out of line and 
off true when tested by God’s Word. 
What is to be done about it? God tells 
us in our lesson. “Turn ye unto me, and 
I will turn unto you.” When we turn 


Wrst 
en 9) 3290 | 





gb of 


2a, 


Ex, 


fe 





330 (10) * 


from the wrong ways that have led us 
from God, and turn to Him to do His 
will, then God turns to us with His par- 
don and the gift of His Holy Spirit, 
It is in that kind turning of God to us 
that hope for a better life lies. By His 
Spirit we then are guided_and strength- 


-ened to bring our lives into line with 


God’s Word. “Turn ye unto me, and I 
will turr unto you.” God says it, and 
we can be sure that if we do our part, 
He will do His, for He never breaks 


' His word. 


Vancouver, B, C., Can, 
w 


The Busy Men‘s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn 
ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and 
I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of 
hosts” (Zech. 1:3).—In addition to the 
three occurrences here, the title “Lord 
of hosts” is found fifty more times 
throughout the Book of Zechariah. The 
term implies God’s inexhaustible re- 
sources and infinite power. The prophet’s 
frequent use of the title should have 
inspired the remnant to carry on despite 
the difficulties of the work and their 
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numerical weakness in the presence of ! 


their enemies. 


Voltaire in one of his letters wrote, 
“It is said that God is always on the 
side of the big battalions,” but Voltaire 
was not a believer of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. God was not on the side of the 
big battalions at the time of the Exodus 
(Exod, 14:27). He was not with the 
big battalions of the Midianites in the 
days of Gideon (Judges 7:7-14). He was 
not with the big battalions of the Ethio- 
pians in the days of the godly King Asa 
(2 Chron, 14:9-13), Many other instances 
could be cited of the fallacy of the say- 
ing. 

The saying should be revised to read, 
“God and His big battalions are on the 
side of those who seek to do His will 
and are weak enough to look to Him for 
strength.” (2 Chron. 20:12-25.) Twice 
in the Forty-sixth Psalm, the Psalmist 
said, “The Lord of hosts is with us.” 


William Thompson, better known as 
“Bendigo,” who fought § twenty-one 
matched fights without losing one of 
them was once champion pugilist of 
England. At sixty, he was the occupant 
of a prison cell for the twenty-seventh 
time. Along with the other prisoners 
he attended the chapel services. He paid 
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no attention to the messages until one 
day 1 Samuei 17, containing the account 
of the contest between David and Go- 
liath, was read. 

He “followed the réading so intently 
that he forgot where he was, and at the 
close shouted: “Bravo! Bravo! I’m 
glad the little ‘un won!” Returning 
to his cell, he paced back and forth 
thinking about the fight, and, consider- 
ing how unequally matched the men 
were, eame to the conclusion that God 
must have helped the little one. This 
was the beginning of his interest in 
the Scriptures. 
gether different than he thought they 
were. In due time he was saved, and 
enjoyed the consciousness of the pres- 
ence of the Lord of hosts as he fought 
the good fight of faith. 

“Be ye not as your fathers” (Zech. 1: 
4) —When we sing, “It was good enough 
for Father, and it’s good enough for 
me,” we must not forget that it was 
our fathers’ love of and obedience to 
God’s Word that the poet had in mind. 
It is right and proper that we follow 
our fathers inasmuch as they followed 
Christ — but we should not be like them 
if they were disobedient to ¢hat Word. 

The Lord Jesus makes it plain that 
it ig not enough to say, “If we had been 
in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the 
blood of the prophets” (Matt. 23:30). 
For although they were garnishing the 
sepulchers of the prophets whom their 
fathers killed, they were persecuting the 
Prophet who was the Son of God. 

The Apostle Paul reveals that the se- 
cret of his unparalleled persecutions of 
the Church of God wads the fact that 
he was “exceedingly zealous” of the 
traditions of his fathers. (Gal, 1:13, 14.) 

An old man, going a lone highway, 

Came at the evening cold and gray 

To a chasm vast and deep and wide. 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim; 

The sullen stream had no fear for him. 

But he paused when safe on the other side 

And .built a bridge to stem the tide. 

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near, 

“You are wasting your strength by build- 

ing here, 

Your journey will end with the closing 

vas ae again will pass this way. 

You've crossed the chasm deep and wide; 

Why build you this bridge at ev’ntide?” 


The builder lifted his old gray head, 
“Good frieud, in the path I’ve come,” he 


said, 
“There followeth after me today 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. 
This chasm that’s been. as naught to me 
To that feir-haired youth may a-pitfall be; 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim. 
Good friend, I’m building this bridge for 
him.” 


If a father builds a bridge of faith in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, across 
the chasm of skepticism, it will be safe 
for his son to follow in his steps— but 
not otherwise. 

“Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, say- 
ing, Execute true judgment, and shew 
mercy and compassiong every man to 
his brother” (Zech, 7:9). —A missionary 


He found them alto-° 
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totPortuguese East Africa, Ira Gillett by 
name, tells the story of a group of 
natives who made a long journey and 
walked past a’ government hospital to 
come to the mission hospital for treat- 
ment. When asked why they had 
walked the extra distance to reach the 
mission hospital when the same medi- 
cines were available at the government 
institution, they replied, “The medicines 
may be the same, but the hands are dif- 
ferent.” . All Christians should have 
merciful and compassionate hands as 
well as hearts. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Haggai, 

Malachi, the last three of the minor 
prophets, might be called the “Three 
Musketeers of the Restoration.” They 
were God’s stalwarts at a time when 
He needed dauntless men to challenge 
His people out of their lethargy, and to 
warn them of His judgments. 

A fine start they had made to restore 
the Temple and the walls of Jerusalem. 
But unexpected difficulties arose: the 
builders were buffeted by hardships of 
various kinds; the people living around 
the despoiled city: were unfriendly — 
indeed they were hostile; the work was 
very hard; the sun was hot; and there 
were many discouragements. So the 
builders gave up, and laid down on the 
job. This in spite of God’s definite as- 
surances, through His prophets, that 
they would be sustained, that they would 
be protected from the enemies. 

See how beautifully and reassuringly 
God spoke to them through Zechariah: 
“Thus saith the Lord; I am returned unto 
Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called 
a eity of truth; and the mountain of the 
Lord of hosts the holy mountain... . 
There shall yet old men and old women 
dwell in the streets of Jerusalem . . 
and the streets of the city shall be full 
of boys and girls playing in the streets 
thereof. . . . If it be marvellous in the 
eyes of the remnant of this people in 
these days, should it also be marvellous 


in mine eyes? saith the Lord of hosts” 


(Zech, 8:3-6). But the flesh was weak, 
though the spirit was willing; and that 
is where most of us break down in d6ur 
worthy tasks— undertaken with enthu- 
siasm, ‘but too often unfinished, 

How well do I remember that, when I 
was a boy, my father built a house on a'‘lot 
where a former home had burned. Only 
the remains of an old chimney were 
left; a great pile of bricks, some whole 
and some broken. The pile did not in- 


terfere with the new building, because 
it was a few feet distant from the newly 
selected site; but for the appearance of 
things. and also to’ save the good bricks, 
the mass must. be removed. With per- 








Zechariah, and- 
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fect assurance I contracted with my 
father to’ do the job. He would pay 
me a‘ dollar per thousand for the good 
bricks which must be neatly stacked in 
a' designated spot, and the brickbats and 
other fragments of rubbish must be 
wheelbarrowed to a ditch a short dis- 
tance away. Oh, yes, that would be easy. 
I figured that by working eachnday after 
school and all day Saturdays I could 
accomplish the task in three weeks. My 
father figured there would be at least 
ten thousand good bricks in the pile, 
which would mean ten dollars for me; 
and ten bucks in those days were equal 
to thirty now. 

I went bravely to work, and by the 
end of the first week I had four thou- 
sand good bricks neatly stacked, and 
many wheelbarrow loads of rubbish 
dumped into the ditch. But the deeper 
I got into the pile, the harder was the 
work. The mass was more tightly packed, 
some of the good bricks were still joined 
by cement, the brickbats and rubbish 
more unwieldy and inaccessible. Sun- 
day came as a really blessed day of rest. 

Early in the second week I began to 
falter, The pile seemed to diminish more 
and more slowly; the sun never was quite 
so hot. Two afternoons that week I slumped 
out completely: complained of “a bad 
feeling in my stummick.” I really wasn’t 
feeling the best in the world, but I could 
have gone fishing or played baseball 
very comfortably. The third week I 
managed to discover some more alibis, 
putting in only two afternoons at the 
brick pile; and from then on, I “petered” 
completely. 

After six weeks that pile of rubbish 
was still staring me in the face. It be- 


‘carne awmightmare, even in the daytime. 


I finaHy had the mortification of seeing 
my father put a hired man to work on 
the remaining pile, while I settled for 
five thousand bricks. I never ceased to 
feel, ashamed of that failure. To this 
day, when I see a broken-down chimney 
it seems to jump right out in front of 
me and shake a brickbat in my face, 


saying, “Oh, yes, it was ‘easy,’ but you 


fell down on the job!” 

Fellows, the faithful Prophet Zechariah 
had a harder job than rebuilding the 
walls and the Temple. I’m sure he 
would have been glad to take a trowel, 
or carry a mortar hod, rather than face 
his fellow countrymen with rebuke for 
their neglect; but he courageously hewed 
to the line and delivered the message 
that God had sent. And they caught 
a new vision of their Lord working with 
them, resumed and finished the task. 

Think a moment: have you started 
something for Christ’s sake that you have 
not finished? 

Aucusta, GA, 


v2 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





.work of rebuilding the Temple. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
Gop Has A STANDARD 


HAT two prophets are mentioned 

in Ezra 5:1? Last week we read 
from the Book of Haggai. Our lesson 
today is in Zechariah, 

Find out from Haggai 1:1 and Zechariah 
1:1 how’soon Zechariah started to proph- 
esy after Haggai’s first address. Zech- 
ariah was a young man at this time. 
(See 2:4.) 

God gave Haggai the special job of 
stirring up the Jews to continue their 
How 
long is the Book of Haggai? Was his 
message effective? 

Now the Jews had resumed work on 
the Temple, and God sent Zechariah to 
them with more messages. How many 
chapters in Zechariah? 

Zechariah, like Haggai, had been born 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wede C. Smith 
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in Babylon. His family were captives, 
but they were godly people. We know 
this because his grandfather was a 
prophet, and all the family names given 
here have good meanings. Zechariah 
means “God remembers.” His father’s 
name, Berechiah, means “God blesses,” 
while the name of his grandfather, Iddo, 
means “at the appointed time.” Zech- 
ariah was brought up knowing that God 
had promised future blessing to Israel, 
that God remembers His promises, and 
that He would bless them at the ap- 
pointed time. One of ‘the jobs the Lord 
gave Zechariah was to tell the returned 
Jews more about the blessings He has 
in store for them. 

Let us read Zechariah’s first message 
(1:2-6). What is the theme of this short 
sermon? Following this address the rest 
of the chapter and the following ones 
(through chap, 6) give the account of 
ten visions given to Zechariah, which in 
figure foretell the future blessing of Is- 
rael and the glory of the Lord. 

We will have time to read only one 
of Zechariah’s visions this morning. Let 


ug read together the one in chapter four ° 


as it forms a link between the Book of 
Exodus and the Book of Revelation. 

Where, in Exodus, do we find a golden 
candlestick with seven golden branches? 
Everything in the Tabernacle was a type 
of Christ. The golden candlestick pointed 
to Him as the light of the world, 

In Revelation the golden candlestick 
represents the Church beaming Christ’s 
light on a dark world during this age. 

In Zechariah’s time Israel was God’s 
light bearer, and after the Church is 
gone, Israel will again be God’s candle- 
stick witnessing for Christ here on earth. 
During Christ’s glorious reign Israel will 
still be the candlestick. Zechariah is 
full of such prophecies. (See chap. 8: 
3, 23.) 

There is great encouragement for Is- 
rael in chapter 4 Their witness for 
Christ will not fail.. The ,candlestick 
here does not have to be kept burning 
b} man. Oil is piped direct to it from 
the source of supply. Zechariah did not 
quite understand what this source of 
supply typified. The angel explained in 
verse 6. This verse is a great help to 
us because it teaches us that in Scrip- 
ture oil is a figure of the Holy Spirit. 
And it is just as true for the Church as 
it was for Israel that victory is won “not 
by might, nor by power,” but by God’s 
Holy Spirit. 

What else did Zechariah see in this 
vision besides the golden segs “oy 
What did the angel tell him that The 


‘two olive trees represented? In Zech- 


ariah’s day the two great leaders of 
Israel were Zerubbabel the governor 
and Joshua the high priest. But there 


-are two other witnesses coming who 


will be the complete fulfillment of this 

vision. You may read about them in 

the eleventh chapter of Revelation. 
Zechariah 7 tells of two men who came 
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to‘the Temple to ask if the Jews should 
continue to keep the fifth month as a 
time of fasting and mourning. The city 
of Jerusalem had been destroyed in Au- 
gust which was the fifth month to the 
Jews. So all during the seventy years’ 
captivity they had made, that a time of 
weeping and fasting. Now that some of 
them had returned to Jerusalem, and the 
city was gradually being rebuilt, they 
wanted to know if they should keep on 
observing this sad season, 

The Lord told Zechariah what to say. 


_ Instead of answering their question im- 


mediately he told them the cause of all 
their troubles. God had sent prophets 
to Jerusalem before the Captivity. The 
message they preached is in verses 9, 10. 
Here we find two positive eommands — 
execute justice, show mercy; and two 
negative ones — oppress not, imagine no 
evil. But the Israelites did not obey 
God. They would not even listen to His 
prophets. They hardened their hearts 
and rejected His word. Because of this 
God punished them with fhe seventy 
years of captivity. 

In chapter 8:16, 17, God tells the pres- 
ent generation His standard of behavior 
for them.. By what three things should 
they be characterized? What two things 
are they to avoid? Notice God hates 
unkindness, even in thought, and He 
hates lying. 

Finally; in verse 19, God answers the 
question of the two men who appeared 
in the beginning of chapter 7. If they 
live according to God’s standard their 
fast days would be changed into feast 
days. Is not that a happy picture? Truly 
“it shall be well with them that fear 
God” (Eccles. 8:12). 

What do we learn from all this? The 
Lord does not change. He still loves 
righteousness and hates iniquity. But 
“all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God.” We have all come short 
of His standard. That is why we must 
be born again. 

Having been born again we, too, should 
love righteousness and hate sin. We 
should be characterized by justice, 
mercy, and kindness, and our hearts 
should be filled with love and peace. 
How can this be? In the same way we 
may have victory over sin—by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We need to 
be constantly filled with the Holy Spirit 
just as the oil was piped to the candle- 
stick of Zechariah’s vision. Christian, 
the hero of “Pilgrim’s Progress,” saw 
an illustration of this in the house of 
the interpreter. He saw a fire on which 
water was being poured, yet the fire 
continued to burn brightly. He asked 


the meaning of this. The interpreter . 


took him to the other side of the fire 
where he saw that oil was constantly 
being poured in. This is the secret of 
the Christian life. 
Thou canst fill me, gracious Spirit, 
Though I cannot tell Thee how; 
But I need Thee, greatly need Thee, 
Come, O come and fill me now. 
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Fill me now, fill me. now, 
Jesus, come and fill me now; 
Fill me with Thy hallowed presence, 
Céme, O come and fill me row. 

—E. R. Stokes. 
FERNDALE, WaAsH. 


ah 
For Junior-Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
What Makes a People Great? 
(Zech. 7:8-10; 8:4-8, 13) 
EVIEW game: I’m thinking of a 
river which begins with C pro- 
nounced like K. (Chebar.) Where is it? 
(Babylon.) I’m thinking of a king whose 
name begins with C pronounced like S. 
(Cyrus.) What did he do?’ (Let the 
Jews in Babylon return to build the 
Temple.) I’m thinking of a prophet 
whose name begins with H, who encour- 
aged the people to keep on working on 
the Temple when they became discour- 
aged. (Haggai.) Quote something he 
said. (“Be strong ... and work: for I 
am with you, saith the Lord”—Hag. 2:4, 
last week’s Memory Verse.) 

There was a second prophet who 
helped encourage the people at the same 
time. His name begins with Z, Zech- 
ariah. Can you find the message he 
wrote in the Bible? One night Zech- 
ariah had some strange dreams — visions, 
we call them — which had hidden mean- 
ings. In one of them he saw a roll of 
paper flying through the air. It had 
writing on both sides, and was unrolled, 
30 feet long and 15 feet wide. An angel 
explained to Zechariah that the roll was ° 
a curse going everywhere on the whole 
earth. If anyone was a thief and took 


‘what did not belong to him, the, roll 


would go right into his house, kill him, 
and destro¥ even the wood and stones 
of his house. If anyone lied and used 
God’s name falsely, the roll. would go 
into his ,home, kill him, and destroy 
even the wood and stones of his house. 
What a picture of punishment for doing 
wrong! (Zech. 5: 1-4.) 

Then Zechariah looked up and saw a 
bushel basket. The angel said, “This 
shows what people are like all over the 
earth.”/ The heavy lead cover of the 
basket was lifted, and there in the bas- 
ket sat a woman. The angel said, “This 
is wickedness.” And he pushed her back 
into the basket and rammed the cover 
down tight. Then two women. with 
wings like a great bird flew off with 
the basket, (Zech. 5:5-9:) Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if we could get rid of all 
badness as easy as that? Other visions 
of Zechariah showed how the Lord Jesus 
was to some, and take away the sin 
and badness of His people, and how He 
would be king over all the earth. 

Another time God spoke plainly to 
Zechariah. “The Lord says: ‘Be fair. 


Be kind, and helpful to every person. 
Don’t tease the boy who Kas lost his 


r or a poor 


father. Don’t tease a 
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person. Don’t even’ think of a mean 
thing to do to someone.” What would 
happen on your playground if every 
boy and girl kept those rules? 

The Lord gave promises of His kind- 
ness to. the people. Read Zechariah 8: 
4, 5. “Maybe this seems impossible to 
you,” said the Lord (because the chil- 
dren and old folks are not here now; 
they couldn’t take the long trip from 
Babylon), “but it is not impossible to 
me.” ‘Continue with verses 7, 8.* Do 
you know that in the years since World 
War I, many Jews have gone back to 
their land? You know that many people 
do not like the Jews. But see what God 
says in verse 13; they are to be a bless- 
ing. 

Do you want to be a blessing, too, in- 
stead of a nuisance? “Fear not, but let 
your hands be strong” (Zech: 8:13, Mem- 
ory Verse). Be strong to steal, to lie and 
swear, to push others around and get. 
“your own way? Oh, no; be strong to: (1) 
be fair; (2) be kind and helpful; (3) not 
tease an orphan, or a stranger, or a poor 
person; (4) not think of mean things 
to do. Will you try this week? 

A small basket at class with a cover 
might be used. , Forms of wickedness 
which fhe children want to get rid of, 
such as stealing)-lying,' swearing, teas- 
ing, unkindness, may be written‘on slips 
of paper and put in the basket, and the 
cover placed on it. Have prayer for 
forgiveness, and for strength to resist 
temptation in the future. 

Orono, MAINE. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low °* 


Topic and Scripture: 
Living Together in God’s Way 
(Zech, 7:9, 10; $:4-8) 
ODAY we have a new book, and you 
will find it way up or the indigo strip 
of your rainbow — Zechariah. I want 
you to put, on the strip today, a picture 
of boys and girls playing. 

We are still talking about the Israel- 
ites. God was still having trouble with 
them. He sent them a message by Zech- 
ariah, who was a prophet, and told them 
that He wanted them to get along bet- 
ter together. They must have been act- 
ing just the way people act today, quar- 
reling, telliig unkind things'about each 
other, being unfair and dishonest to the 
widows, the orphans, the strangers, and 
the poor. God sent them word by His 
prophet to stop doing these things that 
were wrong. But they would not obey. 
They did the same as they did when 
Ezekiel brought them a message from 
God. They paid no attention to it. And 


again God had to punish them. They. 


even stopped up their ears so they 
couldn’t hear what the prophet said! 
But once again God sent them a mes- 
sage of love. He told them that even 
though they were so wicked that they 


must be punished, yet. the time would 
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come when Jerusalem would be rebuilt, 
and it would be beautiful, and things 
would be done right, and it would be 
called a city of truth. And old men 
and women, so old they must carry a 
cane, would walk the streets of Jeru- 
salem. - And the streets of the city would 
be full of boys and girls playing in the 
streets — what a picture of saféty ! 

Today we can scarcely let our chil- 
dren go to school ‘alone, for fear of 
wildly driven cars, and sin-driven men 
who do horrible things to little chil- 
dren. If they are late coming home, 
mothers’ hearts ache with anxiety. But 
some day things will be different for 
the children of the world. 

Some day, in Jerusalem— where to- 
day men are fighting and killing each 
other, where little ‘children are often 
killed —some day, the boys,and girls 
will play in the streets of that old city 
again. 

God wants us to be fair and honest, 
just. as He wanted those people to be, 
Let’s think about it a little. What about 
you children? Do any of you fight to 
have your own way? Do you tattle on 
your playmates? Do you cheat when 
you play marbles? Do you tell stories 
to Mother about why you were late com- 
ing home? Do you quarrel with your 
brothers and sisters? Do you always 
take the biggest piece of cake on the 
plate? Do you take other children’s 
toys without permission? 

Ask yourself a few of these questions, 
and be fair about the answers. Remem- " . : 
ber, you may lie to your teacher, and tecting hand is extended in your nome. ; 
she may not catch you., You may lie 
to your mother or father, and they may 
never know it. But God knows it, and 
it is written down on His record. You 
can’t fool God, not one single time. 

These things that God wanted the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem to do, and that He 
wants His children everywhere to do, 
are the things every Christian should do, 
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be honest, be fair, be thoughtful of 
others, be unselfish. These are the things 
our rulers want, but the trouble is that 
people who do not know the Lord Jesus 
Christ cannot live a Christian way; they 
try, but they fail. 

But there is no excuse for one of us 
who belieye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 


for He has sent His Holy Spirit to live 


in our hearts to help us guard our lips 
and our hands and our feet, and keep us 
out of sin. If you are having tongue 
trouble, or’ finger trouble, or feet trouble, 
you know the kind—saying the mean 
thing, meddling with’ other people’s 
things, or going to wrong places — will 
you ask the Lord Jesus to come into your 
heart today, and take charge, and ae 
things? 
Fetton, CALIF, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
con ~_ 


the which illus- 
seep a _ 
orb coer oar, $1 is a for each 
illustration accepted, 4 Jo for best one. 
Illustrations must es three 
months in advance of the should 


from a Ee Round 
abies.” UBreterence “Is ox? cause ot, the 
fimit the Pra mubmitied. on -« on each” lesson te 


Good Enough for Sister—And shew 
mercy and compassions every man to 
his brother (Zech. 7:9, Golden Text). 
A woman testified at a revival meeting 
and told of her conversion. to Christ. 
Among’ other things, she said: “I was 
very foolish and vain. Worldly pleas- 
ures, and especially the fashions, were 
my only thought. I was fond of silks, 
satins, ribbons, and laces. But, my 
friends,” she concluded, “when I saw 


’ they were dragging me down to perdi- 


tion, I gave them all to’ my sister.”— 
From the Watchman-Examiner. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. Prize 
illustration, 


Learning the Hard Way.—Be ye not 
as your fathers, . . . they did not hear, 
nor hearken unto me. (Zech. 1:4). To 
illustrate the sort of parental guidance 
commonly experienced by the new gen- 
eration, there is the story of the father 
who was out walking with his son. The 
boy asked, “Daddy, what do you know 
about God?” “Well, now,” the father 
began to stutter, “I don’t really know 
much about God.” As they walked along, 
the boy asked again, “What.is the church, 
Daddy?” The father began to give an- 
other hesitating reply: “Well, I ‘don’t 
know. I hever became interested in the 
church. I don’t know much about 
churches.” More questions followed, 
with more evasive, feeble answers, until 
at last the boy said, “Daddy, I hope you 
don’t mind my asking you. so many ques- 
tions.” “Not at all, Son,” said his father, 
“you go right ahead and ask. How else 
will you ever learn anything?”—From 
the Watchman-Examiner. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. . 
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How About You?—Execute true judg- 
ment (Zech. 7:9). The six-year-old son 
of the’ Rev. and Mrs, Paul James of At- 
lanta, Ga., was playing with a’ neighbor 
boy when a quarrel developed. The 
argument grew hot. Finally the six- 
year-old drew himself up and said, “It’s 
time one of us started to act like a’'Chris- 
tian. How about you?”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Harold Shelly, 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Voluntary Deafness—But they ... 
stopped their ears, that they should not 
hear (Zech. 7:11). At one time we had 
as a neighbor 2 very little fellow whose 
great delight was to siip away from his 
own home and come to ours. We usually 
asked him if his mother knew where 
he was, and sometimes it was yes, 
sometimes no, and occasionally, “I don’t 
know.” Once we said, “Alexander, does 
your mother know you are over here?” 
“What?” he asked in reply. We re- 
peated the question, and again he asked 
what we had said. Finally he answered, 
“Oh, I tant hear you.” How many times 
we older ones will deliberately stop our 
ears to the voice of God, saying we can- 
not hear, but we do not,want to, 

O let me hear Thee speaking 
In accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, 
The murmurs of self-will: 

O speak to reassure me, 
To hasten or control; 


O speak, and make me listen, 
Thou Guardian of my soul. 


—Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. > 4 


No Intention of Obeying—They made 
their hearts as an adamant stone, lest 
they should hear the law (Zech. 7:12). 
A young men at college in England, a 
true believer, had been discussing Bibli- 
cal Christianity with another *student, a 
young man of exceptionally keen intel- 
lect. Finally, he said to him: “Look 
here! I am no match for you in argu- 
ment. But suppose that I could prove. 
to you beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that Christ is what He claims to be; 
would you then be willing.to acknowl- 


_edge Him as your Lord?” The immediate 


response was, “No! Certainly not!” 
And this is the end toward which hu- 
man intellect moves. It is not that the 
knowledge of God ot be maintained 
against all the attacks of a false science, 
but that there is no desire to retain such 
knowledge. The authority of God is 
righteous authority, and the heart loves 
its backbiting, its despite, its pride, its 
boasting, its invention of evil things, its 
disobedience, and so on throughout the 
category. And the end ig shameless de- 
light im all these things, even though 
the wages thereof be endless death— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Laconia, N, H. 


Something’ More Than Plainness 
Needed.—And they would not hear 
(Zech. 7:13); A man said about some- 
thing he wished to make clear, “Why, 
it is as plain as ABC!” “Yes,” said 
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the third party, “but the man you are 
talking to is D E F.” So some of our 
hearers turn away from the Word of 
God. Let us explain it as we may, if 
there is no desire in their hearts, our 
plainest messages are lost.—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by M. H, James, Toronto, 






Can. - 
Why Not Be Honest With God?—Exe- 
cute the . .. truth (Zech. 8:16). As a 


promotion stunt, Porters’ Furniture 
Store in Racine, Wis., loaned umbrellas 
to 7,000 shoppers marooned by rain. All 
but three of the shoppers returned with 
the umbrellas. Citing this as an exam- 
ple of the inherent honesty of the public, 
the American Educational Press ap- 
proved Porters’ experiment heartily, and 
rejoiced in the results. What a tragedy 
it is that people will be honest with a 
furniture store who will not be honest 
with God! Whereas, all of our bless- 
ings come from the beneficent hand of 
an all-wise God, few people ever ‘stop 
to thank Him from one year’s beginning 
to the end.—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Harold Shelly; Quakertown, Pa, 


7 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 329) 


1. The rebuilding of the Temple, ordered 
,by Cyrus but stopped by Cambyses, was re- 
sumed. 


2. The command of God at the mouth of 
Haggai and Zechariah, and the former de- 
cree of Cyrus (Ezra.5:1, 2, 13-16). 


3. The pre-exilic prophets, who warned 
of impending judgment. 


4. Not an inch! The age must bow to 
His demands, or reap the consequences 
(Zech. 7:9-12). 


5. By refusal to hear us (7:13; Prov. 1:24- 


6. Scattering of the people, and desolation 
of the land (Zech. 7:14). 


7. Chiefly Babylon, but notice there was a 
general scattering among the nations (2:6; 
7:14). 


8. They did not differ. See the similarity 
between 7:9, 10 and 8:16, 17. God's Law is 
constant. 


9. To the imaginings of the heart (7:10; 8: 
17; see Matt. 5:27, 28, etc.). 


10. Romans 8:3, 4. 
we 


The Terminal Division of 
the World 
(Continued from page 323) 


countries one can tell at once whether 
a person belongs among the true Chris- 
tians or in the world. This process 
which is now going on agrees with what 
is prophesied in 2 Thessalonians 2. On 
the one hand-there is the increase of 
corruption, and on. the other hand the 
increasing, open witness of true Chris- 
tians. We are now seeing. in everyday 
life the application of the words of the 
Lord Jesus in Matthew 5:13, 14, cen- 
cerning Christians as the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world. Everyone 
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who has compromised has lost his savor 
and the light. We must not be disturbed 
because these small groups of Christians 
today have no political power, for the for- 
mer groups, and rich, powerful churches 
(Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, or 
Protestant churches) which were en- 
tangled in politics, had very little spir- 
itual power. They will have either 
political or spiritual power, but one ex- 
cludes the other. It is well to remember 
what St. Francis of Assisi said when he 
was invited to visit the Vatican in Rome 
and was shown the great wealth of the 
Roman Catholic Churem The bishop 
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Declaration of Purpose 
of the 
Conservative Baptist Association of America ~ 


The Conservative Baptist Association of America 
has been brought into existence:— 


1 To provide fellowship of churches and indi- 
viduals upon a thoroughly Biblical and his- 
torically Baptistic basis, unmixed with liberals and 
liberalism and those who are content to walk in 
fellowship with unbelief and inclusivism; 


2 To encourage the spiritual and financial in- 
terest of local churches in sound and Biblical 
Baptist institutions and projects, both at home and j 


3 To encourage the creation of agencies and 
institutions wherever necessary and advisable 
to fulfill the commission of our Lord in the face of 


A. To provide mutual assistance among con- 
servative Baptist churches for the encourage- 
ment of the local church's activities, such as evange- 
lism, missions, and Bible teaching; 


5 And to present a positive testimony to the 
New Testament faith and historic Baptist 

principles as a body of churches before the world, 
religious and otherwise; and to oppose departure 
and deviation from the great foundational truths 
of the Word of God. 


Adopted by the Board of Directors of the Conservative 
Baptist Association of America in session in ile eae iil., 
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said to himé “Francis, we can no longer 
say like Peter, ‘Silver and gold have I 
none.” And St. Francis answered, 
“That is true; but neither can you say 
té the lame man, ‘In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.’” 

As a medical man, I can say that we 
used to think that salt was used prin- 
cipally for the preservation of that which 
was already dead. But now we realize 
that all life revolves around different 
salts. If some salts in the body are lack- 
ing, it leads to all kinds of trouble, and 


*may eventually bring death. The lack 


of vitamins means the lack of tiny quan- 
tities of various salts. Therefore, a spir- 
itual revival of real Christianity, with- 
out any political influence, may mean 
a revival throughout the whole of life 
in any nation, 

It was generally believed in Europe 
that the increase of knowledge and natu- 
ral sciences could be substituted for 
Christianity. But now we see that the 
highér the civilization the more neces- 
sary it is to have a high spirituality. 
Otherwise the increase of knowledge 
leads the whole of civilization into con- 
fusion and perhaps death. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

bs 


“ By Schisms Rent Asunder”’ 
(Continued from second page) 


side. God cam bring good out of any- ; 
thing under the sun that drives us to 
Him. 

We should keep’ these differences in 
the family, so to speak, and not display 
them before the world. There is not 
a family on earth where disagreements 
do not arise at some time or other, and 
only stronger words would describe 
what happens. even in’ some Christian 
families; but where the members are 
loyal to one another they try to keep 
these troubles to themselves, and take 
them to God im prayer. So it should 
be with the true Church. We should 
heed Peter’s solemn warning: “But the 
end of all things is at hand: be ye there- 
fore sober, and watch unto prayer. And 
above all things have fervent charity 
among yourselves: for charity shall 
cover the multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4: 
7, 8). 

Let us remember that however pain- 
ful and far-reaching these divisions are 
in the visible church, there is deep and 
real unity in the invisible Church, the 
Body of Christ, “which is the church” 
(Col. 1:24). This has been wonderfully 
illustrated for more than seventy years 
at the great annual convention in Kes- 
wick, England, where Christians gather 
from all over the world and sometimes 
as many as four thousand are assem- 
bled. Over the large tent floats a blue 
and white banner with the words, “All 
one in Christ Jesus” — taken from Gala- 
tians 3, For those who are redeemed 
by the blood of Christ, “there is one 
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body, and one Spirit, even as ye ‘are 
called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4: 
4-6). Five times in His high priestly 
prayer irr John 17 the Lord Jesus prayed 
that His own might be one. 

We need to remember, too, that the 
Bible has not changed, that it is still 
God’s Word to us, “written for our learn- 
ing, that we through patience and com- 
fort of the scriptures might have hope” 
(Rom. 15:4). There is a danger that 
some humble believers, conscious of 
their own intellectual limitations, and 
sickened by controversy, will be driven 
away from important parts of it— 
Ezekiel, Daniel, the* Lord Jesus’ pro- 
phetic discourses, the “second” Epistles, 
and Revelation— throug fear of not 
understanding them. But no one be- 
liever has any more claim on the Bible 
than another. “It will repay the pro- 
foundest study of the most erudite 
scholar, and yet yield its comfort to the 
humblest Christian who reads it with 
the aid of God’s Spirit. Nothing should 
deprive us of the sweetness of com- 
munion'’ with the Lord and the jewels and 
gold nuggets that every determined 
seeker can find in the whole Word, from 
Genesis to Revelation. Let no one de- 
spair, and think that because great men 
disagree, he cannot understand the Bible. 
We can know all we need to know 
of the Scriptures for our own life and 
work, and we can count upon this prom- 
ise of the Lord. Jesus, “Howbeit when 
he, the Spifit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). 

There is a time ahead, perhaps not 
far distant, when we shall “all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowl- 
edge of ihe Son of God, unto a perfect 


man, unto the measure of the stature ~ 


of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). 
Then will be fulfilled that other stanza 
of Samuel] Stone’s hymn: 


"Mid toil and tribulation, 
And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace for evermore; 
Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious 
Shall de the Church at rest. 


ve 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 25 
Making My Vocation Christian 
(John 6:25-40; Col. 3:17, 23, 33) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
T SHOULD be understood at the very 
beginning that this week’s topic is 
addressed to born-again believers. Un- 
less we are really Christians, there is 
nothing we can do about making our 
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PURPOSE: To perpetuate her ministry through her books 
by establishing a Grace Livingston Hill Memorial Library 
at the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 


Send your contribution for this growing fund, large or small, to headquarters 
Room 637 325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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Attention: Sunday School Times Readers 
“NEARING THE END 


By Dr. William L. Pettingill, is Now Ready 


This book contains the TIMES’ articles on the events 
leading up to the Second Coming of Christ by this out- 
standing Bible teacher, only living member -of the 
editorial staff of the Scofield Bible. Dr. Pettingill is 
author of 18 other stirring books. With world events 
rapidly heading up you will want this new book. 
Price $1.25 
At your local religious bookstore or 
VAN KAMPEN PRESS 
542 S. Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 








The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
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New Low Prices! 


The growing demand and improved production techniques make it 
possible to lower’ prices. 

All slides photographed directly from hand-drawn originals, assur- 
ing perfect reproduction of the gorgeous colors. 


In readymounts size 2" x 2” 


(1) TREASURE HUNT, the gripping story of God’s search for sinful man. 
18 colorful slides, $8.50 
(1) THE BIBLE VS. EVOLUTION, Part I, 12 colorful slides - - - 5.50 
[] IS MAN EVOLVING UPWARD)? Part II, 12 colorful slides - - 5.50 
. [] Both sets 10.00 


Complete printed lesson material with each set. (Samples sent free.) 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


for Christian young women who are 
trained office workers. Permanent, 
full-time work in Christian organiza- 
tion in Middle-West. Room 633, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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vocation Christian. And if, by chance, 
we become associated with a vocatior 
that is already Christian, we shall be 
very much like Noah’s carpenters, who 
worked for many days.on the Ark and 
yet perished in the Flood just as truly 
as did the scoffers, * 


We need to see that any honest work 
that does not injure us,-or require us to 
injure others can be a Christian voca- 
tion. Full-time Christian service will 
be considered in next week’s prayer 
meeting, and is therefore not included 
in our discussion this week. If the posi- 
tion or ‘job we hold or contemplate is 
the place where God wants us for the 
moment, then we can be a witness for 
Him in one way or another, in that very 
place, even though it is not full-time 
service, 

vg 


But it is important also that we put 
first things first in the matter of choos- 
ing a vocation. It is not a matter of 
picking out something that particularly 
appeals to us, and then asking God to 
bless and use us in following out that 
vocation. Many times, God cannot do 
this in the way He would like to do be- 
cause our choice has not been His choice. 
Instead, we must go to Him first, as 
He has asked us to do (Rom. 12:1, 2), 
and put into His hands all that we have 
and are—our possessions, our talents 
and abilities, our likes and dislikes, our 
weaknesses and failures— with a deter- 
mination to do His will, at any cost, just 
as soon as we know what that will is. 
Then, and only then, can we claim and 
“prove” what'is His good and acceptable 
and perfect will. 

oe e 


The Rev. L. L. Legters used to tell 
the story of a Negro slave, who, with 
a heart full of zeal and devotion to his 
master, did first one job and then an- 
other about the plantation... Most of the 
time, however, he did exactly the op- 
posite to what his master wanted done. 
It was only wher he learned to go to 
his master, the first thing in the day, 
and receive-his instructions for the day 
that he learned how to please his mas- 
ter. And it was only ther that the mas- 
ter could commend him, and approve of 
the work he was doing. 


But how may we know whether or 
not a certain vocation is God’s will for 
us? We may know His will about our 
work in the same way that we may know 
it about anything else. First of all, God 
aces not lead us contraryeto His Word. 
We therefore need to know the Word, 
so that He may guide us. by the broad 
principles laid down therein. For ex- 
ample, a Ghristian should know from 
God’s Word that He cannot bless a voca- 
tion that requires that we dishonor or 
deny Him, that injures or defiles our 
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bodies, His temples, or that is a hin- 
drarfce, or a temptation, or works an 
injury to another. This should show 
us at once’ that a job in a movie 
theater, at a race track, at manufac- 
turing cigarettes or tobacco products, 
is not one that can be called Christian. 
There are others that will occur. to you 
that must also fall in this same group. 
4 

In addition to the Word, God uses 
the impress of His Holy Spirit upon our 
thoughts and desires. The Holy Spirit 
has been given to lead us into all truth 
(John 16:13), and if we will ask Him to 
do so, the Holy Spirit will quietly and 
firmly influence our decisions, and give 
us the confirmation that we are doing 
the right thing when we have been obe- 
dient, or check us when we have chosen 
unwisely. 

ye 


God sometimes uses trusted Christian 
friends to counsel and advise us. He 
sometimes uses circumstances, when we 
are earnestly seeking His will, and ex- 
pecting Him to direct us. For instance, 
when two or more ways seem to be 
open before us, and.we honestly do not 
know which way to take, He will some- 
times keep one way open, and close the 
others when we ask for and wait for 
His direction. 

ye 


God has pledged Himself to give wis- 
dom to those who lack it, and who come 
to Him and ask (Jas. 1:5). We, there- 
fore, as His children, havg a: right to 
claim His direction, and we are justi- 
fied in refusing to go forward until we 
know the way He wants us to take. 
However, we need also to be absolutely 
sure, when we refuse to step forward, 
that God has not already shown us, or 
that we are really waiting for Him to 
approve some other way that we our- 
selves have chosen. 


ce 


Whether the vocation into which God 
directs us is important in the eyes of 
men or not, if it is His place for us, 
it will be a place of blessing and useful- 
ness, and will bring us the greatest joy 
that can be ours. The world is full of 
misplaced persons, working day after 
day at work that they despise, or that 
is drudgery. God has something more 
than this for His children. He wants 
us to be supremely happy in serving 
Him in the midst of our daily work. 
Is it not worth while, then, to go to Him 
and find out what His plan is, and wait, 
if necessary, for a little while until He 
opens up the way for us? It may be 
that His place for you is in full-time 
Christian service. We shall see more 
about that next week. But itymay be 
also that He cannot use you yet in full- 
time service until He has made you 
useful and taught you some needed les- 
sons in some vocation. Are you willing 
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to trust Him to do with you whatever 


He sees best at the moment, and to 
confidently expect Him to lead you out 
into His perfect will in His time and in 
His way? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
+ 4 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 19 to 25 
Mon.—Zechariah 1:1-6. 
“Be Ye Not as Your Fathers.” 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord hath 
been sore displeased with your fathers.” 
We need to learn fromr the past. It pays 
to consider the consequences of the deeds 
of those who have preceded us. As Is- 
raelites returning from exile were 
warned not to repeat the sins of those 
who lived before them, so, too, we need 
to avoid evils and to follow that which 
. is good. The hope of revival rests in a 
work of God through the rising genera- 
tion. Pray for Brooke’s Bible Institute, 
2051 Park Ave., St. Louis 4, Mo. 


Tues.—Zechariah 4:1-6, “By My Spirit.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” It is by the 
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Wot from the press! » 
LIFTED TO HEAVEN 


By Dr. Albert J. Lindsey 


Dr. Clarence Edward Macartney says: In an age of unbelief and doubt 
any book which speaks on the side of “faith” is welcome. This title is 
decidedly on the side of faith. The first chapter deals with the Authority 
and Trustworthiness of the Scriptures, which is the alone source 
of our faith. The last chapter deals with the Scriptural presentation of the 
life of the in Heaven. 


The Bible is our only wall between paganism and unbelief. Like a huge 
dike it keeps back the ever-pounding waters that would engulf and destroy 
us. 144 well-filled pages. Secure a copy today. Postpaid $1.50. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS Box 6059 Cleveland 1, Ohio 


HELPFUL VISUAL AIDS fron 


Bible Story Books to Color 10 SEASONAL STORIES 


6 Old Testament, 5 New Testament, New ... for Flannelboard. Set of 10: 






















4 Favorite Songs. Illustrated in Mother’s Day and other special days. 
outline pictures for crayon Or 48 pages of art- 
water coloring. Bible verse york 32 pages 
below each picture; separate oft ext Th ont 
text h averages 8 EW - 
pictures and includes attrac: NEW Flanne 
' xg blue ar ponte | coyer all orenk stories 
in illustrated envelope. complete, 

Size 64 x_ 84, each set 15c only . . $90 
Your dealer will supply Dietz Visual Aids. Complete 
catalog of Sunday School materials free on request. 
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Introductory Bible Course 


Originally compiled from notes of Dr. James M. Gray, 
this course is now revised and greatly expanded, with - 
popular objective-type examinations. It is a brief but 
thorough survey of each book of the Bible in its relation * 
to the whole. Thousands have benefited by this popular 
course. ideal for class study (groups of ten or more at 
half price). Send for details today! S 885b 


Bible Institute Correspondence School 
152 lastitute Piece * Chicago 10, lilinols 
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Holy Ghost that revival will come. By 
His divine power, and sevenfold grace, 
revivals are born and perpetuated. Our 
Lord Jesus, the apostles, reformers, and 
promoters of holy revivals did their 
glorious work by the Holy Spirit. Never 
did God’s Church néed His work more 
than now. Pray for the Bible Success 
Band, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


Wed.—Zechariah 7:8-14. 
' “Execute True Judgment.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Execute true 
judgment, and shew mercy and compas- 


sions every man to his brother.” No 
man is a Christian who does not live 


,% 








Once Again DOORS are OPEN 


Now.. 


for the first time since V-E Day.. . waiting lists 


at Moody Bible Institute are reduced to near their pre- 
war levels. Again it is possible to grant more prompt 
admission to those in search of complete and Bible.cent- 
ered preparation for Christian service. Perhaps God 
would have you among the students from many lands at 
Moody Bible Institute next fall or winter. Send today for 
your free catalog. 


FOR PROMPT ENROLLMENT: 

Men—Write for application blanks tmedtahibe, Ap- 
plications from men students for enrollment this fall will 
be reviewed in June. 

Women—Applications for the winter term will be re- 
viewed during September and October. Make inquiry 
now. 

Address correspondence to: Office of ae Py 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 10, Illinois, Dept. S 39 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


INSTITUTE PLACE © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 





like one, “Believism” is not the same as 
being a believer. One has a dead faith; 
the other has a faith which works by 
love. As our Lord went about doing 
good, so must His followers. Pray for 
the Gospel Rescue Mission, 319 Gray St., 
Port Huron, Mich. 


Thurs.—Zechariah 8:1-8. 
“Boys and Girls Playing in the Streets.” 
PrayeR SucceEsTIons: “The streets of 
the city shall be full of boys’ and girls 
playing in the streets thereof.” In our 
civilization, because of the craze for 
speed, we seek to keep the children off 
the streets. Our inventions and mode of 
life make the highways unsafe for little 
folks. But in the Golden Age, when 
peace and ,pleasure blend with right- 
eousness, life will be safe and delightful. 
Little ones will then have their real 
chance for the life that is life indeed. 
Pray for the Gospel Fellowship, Box 

61, Salina, Kans, 

Fri.—Zechariah 8:9-13. 
“Let Your Hands Be Strong.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let your hands 
be strong, ye that hear in these days 
these words by the mouth of the 
prophets:” The Word of God lays duties 
upon all who hear it. Christians par- 
ticularly are under holy hands to ob- 
serve all things which our Lord has com- 
manded. They of all people need to be 
strong and of a good courage in their 
fight against sin and Satan. Strong 
Christians are the only fruitful Chris- 


tians. Pray for the Bible Institute of 
Pennsylvania, 160 N. 15th St., Philadel- 
phia 2. 


Sat—Zechariah 14:9-11. 
“And God Shall Be King.” 
PRAYER SuccESTIONS: “The Lord shall 
be king over all the earth.” God an- 
nounces His purpose to set Christ upon 
the throne ‘of the world and indicates 
the glorious righteousness of His reign. 
And the eternal God can effect what He 
will on earth as in Heaven. His con- 
trol extends through time and eternity 
and over all things good and bad. As 
surely as the years roll on, the Lord 
Jesus shall return, receive His kingdom, 
and reign over all the earth. Pray for 
Bethel Bible Institute, 1480 N. Shelling 
Ave., St. Paul 4, Minn. 


Sun.—Psalm 24, 
“Who Shall Stand in His Holy Place?” 





PraAYER SuccesTions: “Who shall 

stand in his holy place?” God who is Wm cory 
glorious in holiness has a habitation Om» mw 
pure and holy. He will never allow @%,. 2a 
sin to defile His heavenly city. “There o - <4 -y 
shall in no wise enter into it any=ma = 
thing that defileth, neither whatso- zoo® 
ever worketh abomination, or maketh a»gp 

a lie: but they which are witten-in@ = 
the Lamb's book of life” (Rev. 21:27). *@ © 


It shall be for the nations of them 
that are saved. Are you one of God’s 
redeemed ones? Pray for Best Seller 
Publicity, 189 W. Madison St., Chi- 
cago 2, 
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